Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



^.cjs-] I *b%r 




-J^.A 



/^/A.C^ 






^Ci'^^^^^ 



^y^^zy 



? « 



; EVENINGS AT HOME', 

; 

i THE JUVENILE BUDGET 

i OPENED. 

I 
I 

coNtisTiNQ or 

\ 

A TAKIBTT OF M19CELLA HE0V9 PISCES, 

WOK 

I THE INSTRUCTION AND AMUSEMENT 

I ■ 

or 

YOUNG PERSONS. 



VOL. TL 
SIXTH EDITION. 



LONDON; 



i.^^' 



CHURCarAAB. 

1805« 



, .^ A ^ y Jl A 






'. ■» 



• / 



J- 






I'. ;. f 



■ > 



>« 
t 



CONTENTS 






• V 



THE SIXTH VOLUME. 



The Compound'Jlotvered Planis 

Great Men 

Xhder and Dtforder^ a Fairy Tale 
The Four Sijiers . . - - 
The Power of Habit ^ - - 

Wife Men 

The Bullies - . - - - - 
A Friend in Need - - - 
JIaJier and Slave - -. ^ - 
Earth and her Children - r 
Providencey or tJte Shipit;reck 
Envy and Emulation - ^ 
The Hog and other Animals 



vV 



' • 1 



Paje 

1 

10 

10 

SO 

so 

48 

67 

01 
81 

88 

93 

lOQ 

113 



lY 



CONTSNTS. 






The Birth-Day Gift 
A Globe Lecture 
The Gain of a Lofs 
Epilogue - ■» - 



Page 

113 
123 
145 

1^2 



•■s 



' -^ 






rimxTi'SiVt^ evening. 



THE eo kPOUND FLOWERED PLANTS, 



• 

Tiitot — Geofge-^Harry. 



' f I 



Qeorg^, Harry, can you blow off 
all thefe dandelion feathers at a blaft ? ;) 
Hany: I will try. : ', 
G. See~y.ou. have kft alraoft half of 

them.^ * . t; ' - • r': . 
H. Can you do better ? 

ifrXhere are ftill feveral left. .; 

. T)it$r.Ji. pretty cliil^'s play you bav« 
got there. Bring me one of the d^nde^ 
lipqj '^fia^s, and let us fe;e if we (an 
ipake xiq other ufe of , it* - 
, Jinr\itxQ is a very foU onp, . l^ 

. 71 Dfeypukoovv^; what thqfe feinher\ 

M you call theoi^ are? ... 

. (?. I believe they belong to, tbt» U%^%* 

voir* VX. B 
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T. They do, and they are worth ex- 
am inK)g. Look; 2|t :this fiog)^ one 
through my magnifying glafs ; you ob- 
ferve the feed at the bottom, like the 
point of a dart. From it fprings a flen- 
der hairy (haft,, crowned by a very ele- 
gant fpreading plume. You fee, it is 
a complete arrow of nature's manufac- 
ture. 

G. How exaa ! - 

H. What a beautiful thing ! 

T. I am fure you fee the ufc of it at 
once* • '^ • 

G. It is to fet the feeds a fljMng with 
the wind. - 

^ JT. And I fuppofe they fdw thsmfelves 
-^here they light. 

jT. They do. This is one of nature's 
contrivances for difeminationy" or that 
fcattering ci the feeds of plants wfrich 
Itidke^ them reJEtch-all the places proper 
for their growth. I dare fay yolu^hav* 
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voBI^vH other plants furnifhed' with the 
feme winged or feathered feed$, *'- '^^ ' \ 

H' O ye^*— there are groundfeJ, ziA 
ragwdrt, and fhiftfes. * ,. ^ ^ 

(?. In a windy day I have feien the 
air airful! of thiffle down, 
"^ T.' Vfery likely 5 -and for thai reafon 
you never faw a new made bank of 

' ... TV 

earth, or a heap of dung in Ihe fields, 
"but It was pf efently covefed with' this- 
tles. Thefe, and the other plants that 
have been liamed, belong to a very ex> 
tenfive clafs, wliich it is worth while be- 
ing acquainted with*. They are cdied 
the chmpaund flowered plants. 

G. Will you be fo gcfod as to give us 
a le£lure about them. 

f*. With all my heart. Get me "a dan- 
delion in flower, a thiftle head, and a 
daify— if you cannot find a common 
daify, one of the great ox-eye ^aifies in 
the corn will do as well. 

C and H. • Here they are. 

B 2 " 



^ Th Y?r)r wel).^ , All th^f? Vfi'€Ofrh 
pound ftctspers i for if ^ou will. :f xatnj^ 
thieni 'narrowly, ypu wili-pejc^^ve' ijiat 
they confift of a nupober of Jittleflow6rS| 
01^ Ji^efs, cpflpk^ jn ^..<?oran)CP cup, 
which cupismadeof.a.j}«|mberqffcales ly-^ 
W5 Mpoj>^c^6therUke ihedksof aiip^ife. 

TJj TIt^ fiqretSr^? ifot all ajikc in (bape^ 
j[n'the;;{l,and§^on-j*flu-^iU obferve that 
thf y. confift, of <* 4tf|pe,.from which, at 
Jts> upj;3!p?;end, g^Qfieeds.a pjrt; of strap* 
jl^apipdv^opgue qr::fiHet:: in th? thiftle 
they , ate tubular ^ or : fun^r^eMhaped 
throughout: in the datfy, . the centre 
jones v^hich form th^ diyk, as it is-ca}l/ed, 
are tubular, while tbofe in the circumfe- 
fere;nce lv»ve ^ a broad ftrap on one fide, 
.which altogether, oonripofe the 'rays o( 
the^l^owerfj ; whence this fort arexaJied 
radiafed. Now tajce the glafs and' ex- 
amine the florets fingly. . Gan .you dif- 
cern their chiyes ^pd poiritalsf , ; 

G. I can. 



COMPOUND FLOWERS, S 

T. You may remark that there are 
five chives to each, the tips of which 
tihvte into a tube^ through which the 
potntal paflfes, having its fummit doubled 
and curled back* 

IJt I can juft make it out wilh th^ 
g1ai^> but hardly with the naked eye. 

T. It is from this circumftance of the 
tips of the chives growing together that 
Linn^us has taken his diftin£tion of the 
whole clafs; and he has named it St/nge- 
vefin^ from two Greek words having 
that fignification. You will further ob- 
ferve that all th^fe florets ftand upon a 
ftool or receptacle at the bottom of the 
flower, which is the cuihion left on the 

dandelion ftalk after the feeds are blown 

« ... 

away. Into this the feeds are flightly 
ftuck, which are one apiece to ever^ 
perfeffor fertile floret. This is the ge- 
ti€r^\ ftru£ture bf the compound flowers. 

H. Areiall'tlj^ir feeds feathered ? 
' T, Not ajl;- -Thdfo <iP tite ^Mfy ate 

«3. 
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not. .Bat in;a£rfat many fpec^es they 

\f{(: I .(I)puld hay^ thought thcfe wpro 
fi^veryjufeful clafs of {)lajnts, by the pains 
nature has taken to fpread .them, .i( you 
bad not told me Jthat tbiftles andiag* 
vrort, and gro.ijndfeJj . wei:e fome . of 
them« . . , ' 

- .ST-tAnd if you da not confine your 
idea of ufefuJnef^ to what is ferviceable 
to man. but extend it to the whole 
creation, you may fafely conclude from 
their abundance .^h^ they muftbe highly 
ufefulin the general oeponomy of na-* 
ture, . In hS(^ no plants feed a greater 
number, of infeQs^ and none are more 
important tp the fmall birds, to whom 
th^y furnifli fgod by their feeds, and 4 
fine warm down for Jining their nefts* 
On the approach of winter you may fee 
whole flocks of lionet^ land .gold-finches 
pe^^kmg among the thiftles; and you 
iW>W»*|j»t ^OHudfcl is/a fevoHrUc trwt 
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to birds in a ;pag<B./ Tp.maii^tbowever, 
they are for the moft • pait Jroublefome 
an4 upfightly we^ds. : Burxiock^ thfftte^ 
and yar59w,. ; overrun his , : (liedge-baiiks j 
dandelion, and jii^^wkweed,. i^hich nuiqh 
referable them', fill his .rp^^^Jpwsjthp 
lallj and* branding ragwoirt; , and. blue 
foccory, qumber. his p5iftvir:es ; and wHd 
£hamQit^ile,ipx^eye> and corn marygold> 
;qbqke]up hi? corfl-fields. Thefj plarfts 
in gen<^ral have a bitter naqfeous taftj^, 
fp that n9.cjattJe will touch., thejna.,. , Dw* 
fies, J ; beli^ye, are t^be . :9bief ; tnicep;^ 
tion*.' ^ " , . ' : » « ; 

V • ■ t - - i 

. G^. But forpe oith^m, I fvippo^» w*^ 
ijfeful tp' man? 

r. Y,es, feyera], land in v;*rious^way&, 
Some that hav^ milky bitter jjuiQes are 
employed ^n .medicine for purifying^the 
blood and removing oJbflarUftipns, Of 
ih^fe are (^ndelibn, (uccory, and fow^- 
thiftle,. Ma^y otheus are bitter and 
ftroi)^lv .^arpi^tis^'i dfi pbaf(JOn9ile,.worR>- 
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.wood, fouthern wood, fewrfew, and tanfy; 
thefe are gboH for ftr^gthening the fto- 
macb, and expelling worms. That ca^^ 
pital ingredient in fallad, lettuce, is 6f 
this-clafs,^ and fo is endive. ArtlphoKe 
form§ a very fingular article of diet- for 
the part chiefly eaten, called the bot? 
torn, is the receptacle of the flower, upon 
which the choke, or feeds with their fea^ 
thers, is placed. It i& faid that Tome of 
the larger fpecies of thiftles may be drefl: 
and eaten the fame way. Then there is • 
JHeruO^Iem artichoke, whith' is the root 
of a fpecies of fun- flower, and whca 
l>oiled mticli refembles intafte'an arti* 
choke bottom. On the whole, hdwevei^, 
a very fmall pt^oportioh of this clafs of 
plants is ufed in food. 

• G. Are there no ^a:rden flowers be^ 
longiiig t6 them ? , ' 

T. Several 5 eifpcciaHy of the au^ 
tumnal ones. Ther^ We ' fun-flowcr$ 
of various kinas^ which ace tJiie Ijp^^d^ 



floWcrs the garden produces, though 
not the moft fightly; marjrgolds, both 
the comttiop, ^and the French and 
African, afters, chiba-afters, golden* 
tod, and cryfanthemums* Very few 
flowers of thts' chk have an agteeable 
Ccent, aed ibmlhape is not the ^ moft 
pleafingivb^t. ;thty have ahtn ^ay co* 
Jpurs, and' make a figure io the garden 
when,. otiaer; things are oyer. Welli— 
this is moft that I recoiled worth notic*- 
ing of the. compound flowjered plants. 
They are a* difficult cla& « to nrake cnA 
,botanicaIIy, though pretty eaiily knowh 
from each other by fight. I i will take 
care to poiat out to you the principal 
of them that we meet with in xmr walks, 
and you muft get acquainted with 
them. ■ . 
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GREAT MBSr. 



. I wiBL (how you i^ great than, faid 
M7\ C. one day tohisfon, atthe tlm^ 
the duke of Bridge water's canal wa$ 
makbg. He accordingly t<>bk him to 
a place whet^e a number of workmen 
were employed in raifing a prodigious 
mound, on' the- top of which the canal 
was tp be carried acrofs a' deep Valley. 
In the midi);' of them was a very plain 
drefled man^ awkward in his gcAures, 
uncouth in his appearance, and rather 
heavy in his countenance^-i^in fhort, a 
mere countrynian like the reft. He 
had a plan in his hand, and. was giving 
diredions to the people round him, aftd 
furveying the whole labour with pro- 
found attention! This, Arthur^ faid Mr. 
C> is the great Mr. Brindley. 

What, cried Arthur in furprife, is that 
a great man ? 
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Mr.' CYes, a very great man. Why 
are you furprifed ? - 

. A. I don't know, * but I lliould have 
expefled a great man to have looked 
very diflPerently. 

Mr. C. It matters Hitle how a man 
looks^ if >he can pdf form great things. 
That perfon; without any advantages of 
education, has become, by the force of 
his own genius, the firft engineer of the 
age. He is doing things that were ne- 
ver done or even thought of in this coun- 
try before. H^ pierces hills, makes 
bridges over vallies, aquedufts acrofs na- 
jrigable rivers, and in ihort, is likely to 
change the whole face of the country, 
and to introduce improvements the va- 
lue of which cannot be calculated. 
•When at a lofs how to bring about any 
of his deiigns, he does not go to other 
people for afiiftance^ but he confults the 
wonderful faculties of his own mind, 
and finds a way to overcome his diffi- 
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GuUies. ..He lookslikea;ruftki,.lt is true, 
but he has a foul of the.firft order, fuch 
as i^not granted to poe outof millions 
^f the jiuman r^ce. , 

A. But are all men of extraordinary 
abUkies, property ^retf/.«»<?72/ . ; 

Mr. C The word has been varioufly 
ufed I but I would call every one a great 
man whojdoes gr^t things by Means of 
his ozvn potvers. Great abilities are of- 
ten employed about trifles^ or indolently 
wafted, without any confiderable exertion 
at all. To.jpaake a great man, the ob- 
je£)> purfued ibould be large and impoiV 
tant, and , vigour, and . perfeverance 
^ould be employed in the purfuit, 

J. All the great men I remember to 
have read abowst, were kings> or gene* 
rals, or prin>e-i|iiiiifters, or in fomc high 
ftation or other* ' . 

Mr. C. It i$ natural they fliould ftand 
fpremoft in the -lift of great men, be- 
cfiufe the fpherp.in whifch tbey a£l is aa 
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extenfive one, and what they do has a 
powerful influence over numbers, of man- 
kind. Yet thofe th?it invent ufeful arts, 
or difcover irhportant truths which may 
promote the comfort and hapjMnefs of 
ianborn generations in the moil difta^t 
parts of the world, afl: a ftill more impor- 
tant part ; and their claim to merit is ge- 
nerally more undoubted than that of the 
former, becaufe what they do is morq 
certainly their own. 

In order to eftimate the real fhare 9, 
man in a high ftaClon has had in the 
great events which have been attributed 
to him, ftrip him in your imagination of 
all the external advantages of rank and 
power, and fee what a figure he would 
have made without them— or fancy 9 
common man put in his place, and judgp 
whether affairs would have gone cin in 
the fame track. Auguftus Caefar, and 
Lewis the XlVth of France, have both 
been called grei^t princes ; but depri^^ 

VOL. vi; c 
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them of their crown, and they wilt 
both dwindle mto obfcure and trivial 
charafters. But no change of cireuria- 
ftances could reduce Alfred the Great to 
the level of a common man. The two 
former could fink into their graves, and 
yield their power to a fuccefTor, and 
fcarcely be miffed ; but Alfred's death 
changedjthe fate of his kingdom. Thus 
-withEpaminondas fell all the glory and. 
greatnefs of the Theban*ftate. He ftrft 
raifed it to confequence, and it could 
not furvive him. 

A. Was not Czar Peter a great 
man ? 

Mr. C I am not fure that he deferves 
that title. Being a defpotic prince, at 
the head of a vaft empire, he could put 
into execution what ever plans he was 
led to adopt, and thefe plans in generaj 
were grand and beneficial to his coun- 
try. But the means he ufed were fuch 
Us the- matter of the lives and fortunes of 



miHifiiT?; could. eafiJy employ, and there 
;i«asinore of b'pul^I foroe^an of ikiii 
^rncj judgment iuthedianner in wich he 
purfued his defigps. Still he was an ex- 
traordinary^ man ; and the rcfqlution of 
leavmg his throne, ii^ order tq acquire m 
fofeign countries the knowkdg)^ newfr 
ian^ to refcue his own fmnfi ba^harifca, 
\l?as.,a. feature of gr«atriefs. t A truly 
^reat prince,. hOweyer, would have em- 
ployed himfelf better than in learning 
to build ihip9 fit S^irdam* . 

A. What was Alexander the Great ? 

Mr. C. A gre^t conqueror, but not 
d great man. It was eafy for him, with 
the welj-difciplined army: of Greeks^ 
xrhich he receive^ from his fj^ther PhiJipli 
to overrun the unwarlike kingdoms of 
Afia, and defeat the. Great King, as the 
Xing of Perfia was^ called ; but though 
he fbowed feme marks of an . elevated 
|i)^i^> he feems to have podeifed few 

c2 
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qualities which could have raiied'him 
to diftin£ti4p* had he been born m an 
humble ftation. Compare his fugitive 
grandeur, fupported by able nrinifters and 
generals, to the power which his tutor 
the great Ariftotle, merely through the 
force of his oWn genius, exercifed over 
men's mifids throughout the moll civi- 
lized ^art of the World for two thoufand 
years after his death; Compare alfo the 
part which has been afited in the world 
by the Spanifh monarchs^ the mafters of 
immenfe poffeflions of Europd and Ame- 
rica, to that by Chriftopher Columbus, 
the Genoefe navigatdr, who could have 
it infcribedonhistomb-ftone, ihathbgavt 
knew world to the:^kingdom!i"of Caftille 
and Arragon. Thefe compirifons will 
teach you to diftinguifh between g(eat- 
nefe of chara£ler and greatnefs of fta- 
tion, which are too often confounded; 
He who governs a great country may 
in one fenfe be called a great king; 
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^Ut this is no more than an appellation 
belonging to ragk, like that of the 
Great Mogul, or the grand Seignior, an4 
infers ho more peribnal grapdeur than 
the title of Mr. Such a one, the Great 
Grocer or Great Brewer. 

A. Muft not great men be good men, 
too? ... 

Mr. C. If that man is great who do6$ 

'great thingsjt will not foUow that good- 

nefs muft necefiarily be one of his qua- 

;litiesy fince that chiefly refers to the end 

and intention of a^ons. Julius Caefaf^ 

and Cromwell^ for example, were men 

capable of thegreateft exploits j but di^ 

.renting them not to the public good, but 

to the purpofes of their own ambition, i(i 

piirfuit of which they violated all the 

^duties of morality, they have obtained 

the title of great bad men. -A perfon, 

: however, cannot be great at all with- 

:out poffefling many virtues. He muft 

be firm, tteady, and diligent, fuperior 

• c 3 
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to difficulties and dangers, and equally 
fuperior to the allureoientg of eafe and 
pleaj^bre. . For want of thefe moral qua- 
lities, ntany perfons of exalted TDinds and 
gre^t talents have failed to deferve the 
title of great men. It is in vain that 
thfj French poets and hiftorianshave de- 
corated Henry the Fourth with the name 
c£GreW'j:.hi^ facility of difpofrtion and 
ibicontrollable love of pleafure have 
cajufed him to forfeit his.claim to it in 
th^ eftinaation of impartial judges. As 
jXTfv^r is . effenrial to greatnefs, amah 
cannot be great without power over him* 
/tl/fyfhi^h is the higheft kind of power. 
' A. After all^ is it not better to be a 
good man than a great one ? . • 

Mr. C.,:Tbere is more merit in being 
a good man, becaufe it is what we make 
ourfelves, whereas the talents that pro- 
duce greatnefs are the gift of nature; 
though they may, be improved by our 
OWP effortSj, they cannot be acquired, 
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But if gdodnefs is the proper objeft of 
our ]ove and efteem, greatnefs deferves 
our high admiration and refpe£^^ This 
Mr. Brindley before us is by all accounts 
a worthy man, but it is not /or this rea* 
fon I have brought you to fee him. I 
wifh you to look upon him as one of thofe 
fublime and uncommon obje£ls of na- 
ture> which fill the mind with a certain 
awe anfd aftonifhmeht Next to being 
great onefelf, it is defirable to have a 
true relifh for greatnefs. 



ORD£R AND DISORDER. 

A FAIRY TALE. 

r 

JutiET was a clever well-difpofed 
girl, but apt to be heedlefs. She could 
karn her Icflbns very well, but commonly 
as. much time wa« taken up in- getting 
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her things together, as in doing what 
flie was fet about. If flie was to work, 
there was generally the houfewife to 
feek in one place, and the threadpaper^ 
in another. The fciffars were left in her 
pockets up flairs, and the thimble^ Was 
rolling about the floor. In writings the 
copy*book was generally miffing, Ac 
ink dried up, and the pens, new and old, 
all tumbled about the cupboard. The 
flate and flate-pencil were never found 
together. In making her exercifes, the 
Englifli diftionary always came to hand 
inftead of the French grammar ; and 
when flie was to read a chapter, flie 
ufually got hbld of Robinfon Crufoe, or 
the World Difplayed, inflead of the Tef- 
tament. * 

Juliet's mimma was almoft tired of 
teaching her, •(o flie. fent her to make 
•a vifit to an old. lady in the country, a 
yery good woman, but rather ftrift with 
young, ff)|ks. Here flie was fliut up in 
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a room above "ftairs by: hcifclf : after 
breakfaft everyday, till flie had^nite 
finiflied the ta(ks fet her. This houfe 
was one of the very few. that are ftHl 
haunted with fairies. One of thefe, 
whofe pamp was Diforder^ took a plea- 
fufe in plaguing poor. Juliet. She was 
a frightful figure to look at ; being crook- 
ed and fquint-eyed, with her hair hang- 
ing about her face, and her drefs put on 
all awry, and full of . rents and tatters. 
She prevailed on the old lady to let her 
fet Juliet her taiks ; fo one nioming ihe 
canie up w^ith a work-bag full of threads 
of illk of all forts of colour^, mixed 
and entangled together^ and a flower 
Very nicely worked to copy. It was a 
paniie, and the gradual melting of its 
hues into one another was. imitated witl^ 
great accuracy and beauty. " Here, 
Mifs," faid Ihe, " my miftrefs has fent 
you a piece of werk to do, atid (he iniifls 
upon having . it done before you come 
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xiowirtcf jdinnier. ' You will find all the ' 
ihtttriaJs in tHis bag.'* T*"' 
' ' Juliet tbokthe flower ^nd the bag, 
and twriediDUt all the filks upoh the ta- 
ble. She ilowly pulled out d' red and a 
purple, and a blue, anda yeltow, and it 
length fixed upon one to begin working 
with. After taking two or three Hitches, 
and looking at her model, {he found 
another (hade was wanted. This was to 
be huntedv out from the bunch, and a 
long while it took her to find it. It was 
foon neceffary to change • it for another. 
Juliet faw that in going on at this rate 
it would take days inftead of hours to 
•:work the flower, fo ftie. laid down the 
needle and fipll a crying. After this had 
continued: fomie time^ Ibe Avas ftartled at 
^the foundbffomewh^t (lamping on the 
floor ; and. taking her handkerchief from 
her eyes, -ftie fpied a diminutive female 
figure advancing towards her. Shfe Wa's 
as upright as an arrow, an4 had not fo 
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much as a hair put of its place, or the 
leaft article of her drefs rumpled or dif- 
compofed. When flie came up to Ju- 
liet, *' My dear," faid (he, " I hcatrd 
you crying, an4 knowing you to be a 
good girl in the main, I am come to 
your affiftance. My name is Orders 
your mamma is Well acquainted with 
me, though this is the firft time you ever 
faw me. But I hope we fhaH know 
one another better for the future." She 
then jumped upon the table, and with 
a wand gave a tap upon the heap of 
entangled filk. Immediately the 
threads feparated, afid arranged them- 
felves in a long row confifting of little 
Ike ins in which all of the fame colour 
were collefled together, thofe approach- 
ing neareft in fliade being placed next 
each other. This done, (lie difappearcd. 
Juliet, as foon as her furprife was over, 
refumed^ her work and found it go oa 
with eafe and pleafure. She finiflied the; 
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flower by dinner time, and obtained 
great praife forthe neattiefs of the execu- 
tion. 

The next day the ill-natured fairy 
came up with a great . book under her 
arm. " This," faid (he, " is my- mif- 
trefs*« houfe-book, and flie fays you mull 
draw out againfl: dinner an exa^ account 
of what it has coil her lafl: ye^r in all the 
articles of houfekeeping, including 
clothes, rent, taxes, wages, and the like. 
You mirft flate feparately the amount o£ 
every article under the heads of baker, 
butcher, milliner^ (lioemaker, and fo 
forth, taking fpecial care not to mifs a 
fingle thing entered down in the book. 
Here is a quire of paper and a parcel of 
pens." So faying, with a malicious grin 
flie left her. 

Juliet turned pale at the very thought 
of the taik (he had to perform. She 
opened the great book and faw all the 
Dages clufely written* but in th« moft 
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CQnfufed manner poffible. Here vC^^ 
** Paid MrXruftj for a week's bresid and . 
bakings fo much," Then, ** PaJd Mn 
Pinchtoe for (boes... fo mu<:h."4-" Paid 
half a year's rent, fo muchr/' Then 
came a butcher^s: bill, fuccqeded by a 
iTiiJlinerV,. and that by si laUaw-chand- 
ler's. «^ What (ball I da?" cried poor 
Juliet — ^f where aiyi I to begin, and how 
can I poflibly pick put all thefe things I 
Wa^everfuch a tedious perplexing tafkf 
Q that my good little creature were here, 
again with her wand !** 

she had but juft uttered thefe words 
when the fairy Orrf^/* ftood befbr^ her. 
" Don't be ftj^rtlcd, my dear," faid fh^ ; 
^ I knew your w^, and made hafte to 
comply with it* Let nae fee your book/' 
Sh^, turned over a. few leaves,, and thea 
crjed> " I fee Ay crofe^^rained Cfter has 
phyed you a trick.. She hai brought 
you the day-bapk inft^jtd of the icdger > 
|Hit \ will fet the dialter to rights inSant* 
VOL. vu D 
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ly." She vaniflied, and prefently return- 
ed with another book, in which fhe 
fhow.ed Juliet tvtry one of the articles 
required ftandiftg at the tops of the pages, 
and all the particulars entered under 
them from the day-book; fo that there 
was nothing for her to do biit caft up the 
fums, and copy out the heads with their 
amount in (ingle lines. As Juliet was a 
ready accountant, (he was not long in 
finifhing the buiinefs, and produced her 
account neatly written on one fheet of 
paper, at dinner. 

The next day, Juliet's tormentor 
brought her up a large box full of letters 
ftampcd upon froall bits of ivory, cap- 
itals and comm6n letters of all forts, but 
jumbled together promifcuoufly as if 
they had been ftiaken in a bag. ** iS'ow, 
Mifs," faid fti'e, '^be-ferei yoU come 
down to dinner, you* muft exaftly tbpy 
out this poem in (hefe ivory letters, 
placing them, line by linfe, on the flooftjf 



room/' 
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Juliet thought at fidicthat this tafk 
vrould he pretty, fport jenough;: but when 
fliefet about it, (lie found ftich trouble 
in hunting out the letters (he* wanted, 
every one feeming to come to hand be- 
fone the right one, ihat {her proceeded 
very flo^vly 5 and the poem lieihg'a long 
one, it was plain that night would come 
before k was finifhed. Sitting - down, 
and crying for her kind friend, was there- 
fore her only refiaurce. 

Order was not far diftant, for, indeed, 
file had been* watching her proceedings 
all the while. She made herfelf vifible, 
aikd giviig a tap^on the letters .with her 
wand, they immediately arranged them- 
felves alphabetically in little double 
heaps, the fmall fn one, and the great in 
the other. After this operation, Juliet's 
tafk went on with fuch expedition, that 
Ihe called up the old lady anhounbefore 
dinner, to be witnefs to its completion. 

The good lady kifled her, and told 

p 2 
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her, diat a&ihft hoped (he was now made 
fully fenfible of- the benefits of order, 
and the inconveniences of dHorder, (he 
would not confine her any longer to 
work by herfelf at fet taflcs, but fhe 
ihould come add fit With hen Juliet 
took fuch pains to pleafe her by doing 
every thing with the rgreateft neatnefs 
and regularity, and reforming all her 
carelefs habits, that when !he was fent 
back to her mother, the follbwrng pre- 
fents were made her, in order conftantly 
to remind her of the beauty and advan- 
tage of order. . 

A cabinet of Englifh coins,. in which 
all the gold and filver money of our 
kings was arranged in the order of their 
reigns. 

A fet of plafter cafts of the Roman 
emperors. 

A cabinet of beautiful (hells, dif- 
played according to the m(^ approved 
iyftem. 
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Avery complete box of water colours, 
and another of crayons, forted inxaU^the 
fliades of the primary colours. 

And, a very nice houfewife, with all 
the implements belonging to a femp- 
ftrefs, and good ftore of the beft nqedles 
in fizes. 



h. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH EVENING. 
THE FOUR SISTERS. 

J 

I AM one of four fifters; and having 
fome reafon to think myfelf not well 
ufed either by them or by the worldi 
I beg leave to lay before you a fketch 
of our hiftory and charaflers. You 
will rK)t wonder there fliould be fre- 
quent bickerings amc&gfl: us, when I 
tell you that jn our infancy we were 
continually fighting j and fo great was 
the noife, and din, and confufion, in 
our continual ftruggles to get uppermoft, 
that it was impoffible for any body to 
live amongft us in fuch a fcene of tu- 
mult and diforder.^ — Thefe brawls, how- 
ever, by a powerful interpofiticn, were 
put an end to ; our proper place was 
affigned to each of us, and we had ftri£l 
orders not to encroach on the limits of 
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each other's property, but to join our 
common offices for the good of the 
whole family. 

My firft fifter (I call her the firftj 
becaufc we have generally allowed her 
the precedence in rank) is, I muft 
acknowledge; of a very aflive fpnghtly 
difpofitioh; quick and lively, and has 
more brilliancy than any of us : but 
fii^ is hot : every thing ferves for fuel 
to her fury when it is once raifed to a 
certain degree, and (be is fo mifchie- 
vous whenever flie gets the upper 
hand, that notWithftanding her afpir- 
ing difpofition, if I may freely fpeak 
my mind, (he is calculated to make a 
good fervant, but a very bad toiftrefs. 

I am almoft alhahled to 'mention, 
that notWTthftandiri^ 'her teeming deli- 
cacy, flie hzi 2L mofr vof ^ciods dppctite, 
and devoura-every tHiVigtHat cdme^'in 
'her way •' though, like* other eager tJttn 
people,-^Bft 2R)e& no'Ae(fe tb h^r -ke^j/. 
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mg. Many a time has. fhe confumed 
the produft of nijr^ibarns and ftor^- 
houfes, but it is all loft upon her. ' She 
has even been known to get into an 
oil-lhop or tallow-chandler's .when every- 
body was afleep, and lick up:, with the 
utmoft greedinefs whatever (he found 
there. Indeed, all prudent people are 
aware of her tricks, and though fhe is 
admitted into the beft families, ti^ey 
take care to watch her very narrowly. 
I fliould not forget to mention, that my 
fifter was once in a country where ihe 
was treatecj with uncommon refpeft; 
ihe was lodged in a fumptuous building, 
and had a nujnber of young women of 
the beft families to attend on her, and 
feed her, and watch over her health : 
in Qiort (he wasJoQ^ed upon as fome- 
thii^i; more th^m a cgmmon mortal. But 
fhe always b^hav^ with great feverity 
^^ her maids, and if any pf them w^ere 
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in Aeir own conduft, nothing would 
ierve her but burying the poor girh 
alive. I have my felf had fonle dark 
hints and intimations from the^oft re- 
fpedlable authority, that (he will fome 
time or other make an end of rtii/ Ydd 
need not woftdef, therefore, if I am jea^ 
lous of her motions. 

> The 'fiext -fiftcr I fhaU mention to yoii, 
has fo far the Sppearanceof ModeftV . 
and Hamility, that (he generally feeks 
the loweft place. She is indeed of k 
very yieldmg eafy temper, ^eneraUy 
cool, and often Wears a fi^et placid 
fmile upon her countenance 5 but ^ 
is e'afily ruffled, and when worked iip, 
as (he often is, by another fitter, whom 
I (hall mention to you by and by, (be 
becomes a perfe£t fury. Indeed' (he is 
fo apt to fwell with fudden giifts of paf- 
(ion, that (he isfufpeSed at times to fee 
a little lunatic. Between her and my 
firft-mentioned (ifter, there, is a more 
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fettled antipathy than between the Thc- 
ban pair ; and they never meet without 
making efforts ' to deftroy one another. 
With me (he is always ready to form the 
moft intimate union, but it is not al- 
ways to my advantage. , There goes a 
ftory in our family, that when we were 
all young, fhe once attempted to drown 
zne. She actually kept me under a 
confiderable time, and though at 
length I got my head above water, my 
conftitutbn is generally thought to have 
been effentiaUy injured by it ever 
Sirnx. From that time fhe has made 
jio fuch atrocious attempt, but (he iis 
continually making encroachments upon 
my property,, and even when (he ap- 
pears moft gentle, (he is yer^ infidious, 
and has fuch an undermining way with 
her, that her inlinuating arts are as 
much to be dreaded as open violence. 
I might indeed remonftrate, but it is 
a known part of her chara£ler, that 
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nothing makes any lafting impreffion 
upon her. 

As to my third fifter, I have already , 
mentioned the ill offices flie does me 
with my laft- mentioned one, ^ who is en- 
tirely under her influence. She is be- 
lidesof a very uncertain variable tem- 
per, fometimes hot, and fometimes cold, 
nobody knows where to have her. Her 
lightnefs is even proverbial, and Ihe has 
nothing to give thofe who live with her, 
more fubftantial than thefmlles of cour- 
tiers. I muft add, that (he keeps in 
her fervice three or fpur rough blufter- 
ing bullies, with puffed cheeks, who, 
when they are let loofe, think they 
have nothing to do but to drive the 
world before them. She fometimes joins 
with my firft fifter, and tl^eir violence 
Qccafionally throws me into fuch a trem- 
bling, that, though naturally of a firm 
conftitution, I fhake as if I was in an 
ague fit. 
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As 10 my felf,.! am of a fteady folid tera*- 
per : not ihining indeed, but kind and 
liberal, quite a Lady Bountiful. Every- 
one tafte^ of my beneficence, and I an^ 
of fo grateful a difpofitjon, that I have 
been known to return a hupdred fold 
for any prefent that has been made me. 
I feed and clothe all my children^ and 
afford 9 welcome home to the wretch 
who has no other home. . I bear with 
unrepining patience all, manner of ill 
ufage ; X afxx- trampled upon,, I am torn 
and wounded with the mofl cutting 
ftrokes -, I am pillaged of the treafures 
hidden in ijny moft fecret chambers i 
notwithftandiag which, I am always 
ready to rctum good for evil, and ani 
continu€iHy fubfervient tp thepleafure or 
advantage of others; yet, ft) ungrateful 
is the woi^ld, that becaufe I dp not po(- 
fefs all the airinefs and aflivity of my 
iTifters, I am ftigmatifed as dull and 
heavy. Every fordid miferly fellow is 
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called by way of derifion one of my 
children j and if a perfon on entering a 
room does but turn his eyes upon me^ 
he is thought ftupid and mean> and not 
'fit for good company. I have the fa- 
tisfa£lion, however, of finding that 
people always incline towards me as 
they grow older ; and that thofe who 
feeraed proudly to difdain any affinity 
with me^, are content to fink at laft inta 
mybofom. You will probably wifti' to 
have fome account of my perfon. I am 
not a regular beauty ; fome of my fea- 
tures are rather harfli and prominent, 
when viewed feparately ; but my coun- 
tenance has fo much variety of expref- 
fion, and fo rfiany different attitudes of 
elegance, that thofe who ftudy my face 
with attention, find out continually newr 
charms ; and it may be truly faid of 
me, what Titus fays of his miftrefs, and 
for a much longer fpace, 

VOL. VI. E 
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Pendant cinq aiis cutlers touslcsjours je la voi*, 
Et crois toiij'iurs la voir pour la premiere feis. 

For five whole years each day flic meets my view. 
Yet every day 1 fccm to fee her new. 

Though I have been fo long a mother^ 
I have ft ill a furprifing air of youth and 
frefbnefs, which is aflifted by all the ad- 
vantages of well chofen ornament, for 
I drefs well, and according to the fea- 
fcn. r 

This i« what I have chiefly to fay of 
myfelf and my fifters. To a perfon of 
your fagacity it will be unneceffary for 
me to fign my name. Indeed, one 
who becomes acquainted with any one 
of the family, cannot b^ at a lofs to 
difcover the reft, notwithftanding the 
difference in our features and charac-i 
tcrs. 
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THE POWER OF HABIT. 

William was one day reading in a 
book of travels to his father, when he 
came to the following relation. 

" The Andes in South America arc 
the higheft ridge of mountains in the 
known world.* There is a road over 

r 

them, on which, about halfway between 
the fummit and the foot, is a houfe of 
entertainment, where it is common for 
travellers in their afcent and defcent to 
meet. The difference in their feelings 
upon the fame fpot is very remarkable. 
Thofe who are defcending the mountain 
are melting with beat, fo that they can 
fcarcely bear any clothes upon them ; 
while thofe who are afcending, fhiver 
with cold, and wrap themfelvesup in the 
warmeft garments they have." 

How ftrange this is! (cried William) 
What can be the reafon of it } 

e2 
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It is (replied his father! a ftriking in* 
fiance of the poi^^er of habit over the 
body. The cold is fo intenfe on the tops 
of ihefe mountains, that it is as much as 
.travellers can do to keep themfelves 
froni being frozen to death. Their bo- 
dies, therefore, beconie fo habituated to 
the fenfatian.of cold, that every diminu- 
tion of it as they defcend feems to them 
a degree of aftual heat ; and v^hen they 
are got half way down, they fee) as if 
they were quite in a fultry climate. On 
the other hand, the vallies at the foot of 
the mountains are fp exceffively hot, 
that the body becomes relaxed, and fen- 
fible to the flighteft degree of cold ; fo 
that when a traveller afcends^from them 
towards the hills, the middle regions 
appear quite inclement from their cold-, 
nefs. 

And does the fame thing (rejoined 
William) always happen in crofling high 
mountains ? 
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It does (returned his father) in * de- 
gree proportioned to their height, and 
•the time taken in croffing them. Indeed 
a fhort time is fufficient to produce fimi- 
lar effe6ts. Let one boy have beerl 
playing at rolling fnowballs, and another 
have been roaftinghimfelf before a great 
fire, and let them meet in the porcli of 
the houf^^ ; — if you alk them how they 
feel, I will anfwer for it you will find 
them as different in their accounts as 
the travellers on the Andes. But this is 
only one example of the operation of an 
univerfal principle belonging to human 
nature ; for the power of habit is the 
fame thing whatever be the circumftance 
which calls it forth, whether relating to 
the mind or the body. 

You may confider the ftory you have 
been reading as a fort of fimile or para- 
ble. The central ftation on the moun- 
tain may -be refembled to widdlc life. 
With what ciiflerent feelings is this re^i 

E a 
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gani?d by thofc who balk in the funfhine 
of onulence, and thofe who fhrink under 
the cold blafts of penury. 

Suppofe the weahhy duke, our 
neighbour/ were fuddenly obliged to c^e- 
fcena to our level, .and live as we do — 
to part w'ith all his carriages, fell his 
coach horfes and hunters, quit his noble 
feat .with its fine park and gardens, dit- 
mifs all his train of fervahts except two 
or thre^, and take a houfe like ours. 
What a dreadful fall would it feem to 
him ! how wretched would it probably 
make him, and how much would he be 
pitied by the world ! 

On the other hand, fuppofe the la- 
bourer who lives in the next cpttage 
were unexpeftedly to' fall heir to an 
eft ate of a few hundreds a year, and in 
conf^quence to get around him all the 
comTorts and conveniences that we pof- 
fefs — a commodious houfe' to inhabit, 
good clpthes to wear, plenty of whole- 
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fome food and firing, fervants to do all the 
drudgery of the fai;pily, and the like ;-^ 
how all his acquaintance would con- 
gratulate him, and what a Paradife 
would he feem to himfelf to be got into ! 
Yet he, and the duke, and ourfelves, are 
equally vien^ made liable by nature to the 
fanqedefiresand necellities, and perhaps 
all equally ftrong in conftitution, and ca- 
pable of fupporting harddiips. Is not 
this fully as wonderful a difference in feel- 
ing as that on crofling the Andes ? 

Indeed if is (faid William), 

Apd the caufe of it muft be exactly 
the fame— the influence of habit. 
"I think fo. 

Of what importance then muft it be 
towards a happy liYe, to regulate our 
habits fo, that in thepoflible changes af 
this world we may be more likely to be 
gainers than lofers? 

B.ut how can this be done ? Would 
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it be. right for the duke to live like us, 
or us like the labourer ? 

Certainly not. But to apply the cafe 
to perfons of our middle condition, I 
would have us ufe our advantages in 
fuch a frugal manner, as to make them 
as little as polfible eflential to our hap- 
pinefs, ftiould fortune fink us to a lower 
ifation. For as to the chance of rifin": to 
a higher, there is no need to prepare ©ur 
habits for that — we fliould readily enough 
accommodate our feelings to fuch a 
change^ To be pleafed and fatisficd 
with fimple food, to accuftom ourfelves 
not' to (brink from the inclemencies of 
the feafons, to avoid indolence, and take 
delig"hl in fome ufeful employment of 
the mind or body, to do as much as we 
can for ourfejves, and not expeft to be 
waited upon on every (mtiW occafion — 
thefe are the habits which will make uS 
in fome meafure independent of fortune^ 
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and fecur^ us amo/der^te degree of.eji- 
joyment under every change (hort pf al> 
iblute want. . I will tell you a (lory to 
this purpofe. j 

A London merchant had two fons, 
James and Richard. James fro*n a boj 
accuftomed himfelf to every indMlgqigc 
in his powcr^ and when he grew up, was 
quite at fine gentleman. He dreffed ex- 
penfively, frequented public diverfiona, 
kept his hunter at a livery liable, and 
was a member of feveral convivial 
clubs. At home, it was almoft a fpotr 
man's fole bufinefs to wait on him. 
He would have thopght it greatly be- 
neath him to buckle his own (hoes ; and 
if he wanted any thing at the other 
endof the room, he would ring the bell, 
and bring a fcrvant up two pair of 
flairs, rather than rife from his chair 
to'fetch it. tie did a little bufinefs in 
the counting-houfe on forenoons, but 
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dofoted all his time after dinner to indo- 
fence and ariinfemcnt. 

Richard was a very difitrent charafte^. 
He was plain in his appearance, and do- 
nieftic in his way of life. He gave as 
little trouble as poffible, and would have 
been afliamed to alk affiftance in doing- 
what he could eafily do for himfclf. He 
was afliduous in bufinefs, and employed 
his leifure hours chiefly in reading and 
acquiring ufeful knowledge. 

Both were ftill young and unfett]ed 
when their fether died, leaving behind 
hirn a very , trifling property. As the 
young men had not a capital fuflficient 
to follow the fame line of mercantile 
bufinefs in which he had been engaged, 
they were obliged to look out for a 
new plan of maintenance ; and a 
great reduftion of expenfe was the 
firft thing requifite. This was a fevere 
ftroke to James, who found himfelf at 
once cut oflT from all the pleafures and 



THE POW£R OF HA3IT. 47 

indulgencies to which he was fo habi- 

tuated, that be thought life of no value 

M^ithout them. He grew melanchgly 

and dcje£ted, hazarded all his little 

property in lottery tickets^ and was quite 

beggared. Still unable to think of re-^ 

trieving himfelf by induftry and fruga-*. 

lity, he accepted a commiflion in a new 

raifed regiment ordered for the Weft 

Indies, where fo^n after his arrival he 

caught a fever and died, 

Richard, in the mean time, whofe 
^omforts were little impaired by this 
change of fituation, prcfcrved his 
cheerfuJnefs, and found no difficultv in 
accommodating himfelf to his fortune. 
He engaged himfelf as clerk in a houfe 
his father had been connected with, 
and lived as frugally as poltibje upoa 
his faiary. It furnifbed him \vith de.* 
cent board, lodging, an^ clothing, 
which was all he required, and his 
hours of leifure were r>early as. many a^ 
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before. A book or a fober friend al- 
ways fuffic<fd to procure him an agree- 
able evening. ' He gradually rofe in the 
confidence of his employers, who in- 
creafed\from time to time his falary 
arid emoluments. Every increafe was 
a foutce of gratification fo him, be- 
caufe he was able to enjoy pleafures 
wbich hoVv^yer habit had not made ne- 
ceflary'tO' hik comfort." In procefs of 
time he was enabled to fettle for him- 
felf, and pafled through life in the enjoy- 
ment of that modeft competence which' 
beft fuited his difpofition. 



■*, . ; '■ '"Wise men. 

• * 

*' You. rh'ay rememberi' Arthur ^ ^(faid 
Mr. C. to his fon) that fome time ago, 
I endeavoufed to giVeyou a' notion what 
a" gwat maii \^as. Suppgife Vve no!tnr 
talk- a liVtle "afeiiul 'iJi/^iiten^F ■"' 



iVith all iTJy Ijeart,' Sir, * (replied 
Jrthur.) .''-'',* ; 

' Mr, C. A wife man, then. Is 7ie tt?Ao* 
purfUes the bejtehda bytheptoper^jlmeans. 
But as this definition may be rathei* too 
abfl:ra£l to give you a clear coniprehen- 
fion of the thing, I flialJ open if* to you 
by examples. What do you think is the 
beft end a man can purfue in life ? ' 

ji. I fuppofe to mate * himfelf 
happy. 

Mr. C True. And .as we are To 
conftituted that we cannot be happy 
ourfelves without making others Happy, 
the beft end of living is to produce "as 
much general happinefs as lies in bur 
power. . ' 

• A. But that. is goodncfs^ is it not ? 

Mr. C. It Is; and tlierefbre wifdom 
includes goodnefs.* The wife man al- 
ways intends what is goad, and employs 
fkiil or judgment in attaining it. If he 
were to purfue the beft things weakly," 

VOL. VI- f 
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h^ cQuld not be wife ; any more than 
if he were to purlue bad or indifferent 
things judicioufly. One of the wifeft 
men 1 know is our neighbour^ Mr. Free- 
land, 

J. What, the Juftice ? 

Mr.C. Yes. Few men have fucceed- 
ed rtiare perfeftly in fccuring their own 
happinefs, and promoting that of thofe 
around th^m. Botn to a conipetent 
eftate, he early fettled upon it, and be- 
gan to improve^ il. He reduced all his 
expenfes within his income, and in- 
dulged no tailes that could lead him into 
excefles of any kind. At the fame time 
he did not refufe any proper and inno- 
cent pleafures that came in his way ; 
and his houfe has always been diftin- 
guiflied fordecent cheerfulnefsand hofpi- 
tality.. He applied himfeif with dili- 
gence to mending the morals and im- 
proving the condition of his dependents. 
H< (ludied attentively the' laws of his 
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country, and qualified himfclf for arf- 
minillering juftice with {kill and fideli- 
ty. No one fooner difcovers where 
the right lies, or takes furer means 
to enforce it. He is the perfon to 
whom the neighbours of all degrees 
apply for counfel in their difficulties. 
His coriduft is always confident and 
uniform — never violent, never rafli, 
never in extremes, but always delibe- 
rating before he afits, and then aSing 
with 'firmnefs and vigour. The peace 
and good order of the whole neigh- 
bourhood materially depend upon him ; 
and upon every emergency his' opinion 
is the 6rft thing inquired ^fter. He en- 
joys the refpefl of the rich, the confi- . 
dence of the poor, and the good will of 
both, 

A. But I have heard fome people 
reckon old Harpy as wife a man as he, 

Mr. C. It is a great abufe of words 
to call Harpy a wife man. He is of 

F2 
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another fpecies— a cunning man — who 
js. to. a wife man what an ape is to a 
human creature — a bad and contempti- 
bJe refemblance. 

^. He is very clever, though; is he 
not? 

Mr. C. . Harp^v has a good natural un- 
derftanding^ a clear head and a cool tem- 
per J but bis only end in life has been 
to raife a fortune by bafe and diflionefl: 
meanse Being thoroughly acquainted 
with all the tricks and artifices of the 
law, he employed his knowledge to take 
undue advantages of all who entrufted 
him with the managemeht of their af- 
fairs j and under colour of affifting them, 
he contrived to get poffeffion of all their - 
property. Thus he has become extreme- 
ly rich, lives in a great houfe with a num- 
ber of fervants, is even vifited by perfons 
pf rank, yet is univerfally deteiled and 
dqfpifed, and has not a friend in the 
world. He is confcious of this, and 
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Is wretched. Sufpicion and rcmorfe 
continually prey upon his mind. Of all 
whom he has cheated, he has deceived 
himfelf the mod ; and has proved 
himfelf as much a fool in the end he has 
purfued, as a knave in the means. 

A, Are not men of great learning 
and knowledge, wife men ? 

Mr. C They are fo, if that know- 
ledge and learning arc employed to 
make Vhem happier and more nfeful. 
But it too often happens that their fpe- 
culations are of a kind neither beneficial 
to themfelves nor to others ; and they 
often negle£t to regulate their tempers 
while they improve their underftandings* 
Some men of great learning have been 
the mod arrogant and quarrelfome of 
mortals, and as foolilh and abfurd in 
their conduft, as the moft untaught of 
their fpecies. 

A. But are not a philofopher and a 
wife man the fame thing f 

F S 
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Mr. C. A philolbpher is properly 
a lover of zvijUom ^ and if he fearches 
after it with a right difpofition, be 
will probably find it oftener than 
jOthcr men. But he mud praftife as 
well a& know, in order lo be trulj 
wife, 

J. I have read of the feven wife men 
of Greece. What were they ? 

Mr, C, They were men diftinguifhed 
for their know ledge and talents, and fome 
of them for their virtue too. But a wifer 
than them all was Socrates, whofe chief 
praife it was that he turned philofophy 
fnom vain and fruitlefs difputalion, to the 
regulation of life and manners, and that 
he was Jiimfelf a great exanjple of the 
wifdom he taught. 

A* Have we had any perfoji lately 
very remarkable for wifdom ? 

Mr, C. In my opinion, few wifer 
m^n have ever exifted than the late 
Dr. Franklin, the American. From 
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Ihe low ftation of journeyman printer, 
to the elevated one of ambaffador ple- 
nipotentiary from his country to the 
court of France,.he always diftinguiflied 
himfelfbyfagacityindifcovering,andgood 
fenfe in pra6^ifing, what was moft bene- 
ficial to himfelf and other?. He was a 
great natural philofopher, and made 
fome very brilliant difcoveries j but jt was 
ever his favourite ^purpofe to turn every 
thing to ufe, and to extraft fome prac- 
tical advantage from his fpeculations. 
He thoroughly underftood common life, 
and allthat conduces to its comfort; and ' 
he has left behind him treafures of 
domeftic wifdom, fuperior, perhaps, 
to any of the boafted maxims of anti- 
ijuity. He never let flip any oppor- 
tunity of improving^, his knowledge 
whether of great things or of fmall ; 
and was equally ready to converfe with 
a day-labourer and a prime-minifter 
upon topics from which he might de- 
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rive inilru6tion. He rofe to wealth, 
but obtained by honourable means. He 
prolonged his life by temperance to a 
great age, and enjoyed it to the laft. 
Few men knew moref than he, and none 
employed knowledge to better purpofes. 

A. A man, then, I fiippofe cannot 
be wife without knowing a great 
deal. 

Mr. C If he knows every, thing 
belonging to his ttation, it is wifdom 
enough j and a peafant may be as truly* 
wife in his place as a ftatefman or legif- 
lator. You remember that fable of Gay 
in which a fhepherd gives leflTons of wif- 
dom to a philofopher. 

4- O yes — it begins 

Remote from cities liv'd a fwain. . 

Mr. C. True. He is reprefented as 
drawing all his maxims of conduit from 
obfervation of brute animals. And they, 
*»ide(jd, have univerfall^ that charaQcr 
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of wifdom, of purfuing the ends, beft 
iujted to theiTvby the propereft means. 
But this is owing to the impu.lfe of un- 
erring inftinft. Man has reafon for his 
guide, and his wifdom can only be the 
confequence of the right ufe of his rea-* 
fon. This will Jead.him to virtue. 
Thus the fable we have been mentioning 
rightly. concludes with * 

Thy fame isjnft, the fage replies, 
Thy virtue proves thee frw/y tvift\ 

THE BULLIES. 

A& young Francis was walking 
through a viJlagct with his tutor, they 
were annoyed by two pr three cur dogs, 
that came running after them with looks 
of the utmoft fury, fnarling and barking 
as if they would tear their throats, and 
feeraing every moment ready to fly upon 
them, Francis every now and then 
itopped^ and ihopk.his ftick at them, or 
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ftooped down to pick up a ftone; upon 
which the curs retreated as faft as they 
came j but as foon as he turned about, 
they were after his heels again. This laft- 
ed till they came to a farm-yard through 
which their road lay. A- large maf»- 
tiff was lying down in it at his eafe in the 
fun. Francis; was almofl. afraid to pafs 
him, and kept as clofe to his tutor as 
poffible* However, the dog took not 
the leaft notice ot them. 

Prefently they came upon a common, 
where going near a flock of gqefe, they 
were affail<?:d with hidings, and purfued 
fome way by thefe fooliih birds, which 
ftretching out their long necks made a 
very ridiculous figure. Francis only 
laughed at thi^m, though he was tempted 
to give the foremoft a fwitch acrofs his 
neck. A little further was a herd of 
cows with a bull among them» upon 
which Francis looked with fome degree 
of apprehenfion^ bat they kept quietly 
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graz\t)gi and did not take their heads 
£rom the ground as he pafled. 

It is a lucky thing, faid Francis to his 
tutor, that maftiffs and bulls are not fo 
quarrelfome as curs and geefe s but 
Avhat can be the reafon of it? 

The reafon (replied his tutor) is, that 
paltry and contemptible animals, pof- 
feffing no confidence in their own 
ftrength and courage, and knowing 
themfelves liable to injury from moft 
of thofe that come in their way, think 
it* fafett to a£l the part of bullies, and 
to make a fiiow of attacking thofe of 
whom in reality they are afraid. Where- 
as animals which are confcious of force 
fufficient for their own prote£tion, fuf- 
pefting no evil defigns from others, 
entertain none themfelves, but main- 
tain a dignified compofure. 

Thus you will find it among man- 
kind. Weak, mean, petty charaSfers 
are fufpicious, fnarling, and petulant. 
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They raife an outcry againft their fupe- 
riors in talents and reputation, of whom ' 
they ftand in awe, and put on airs of 
defiance and infolence through mere 
cowardice. But the truly great are 
calm and inoffenfive. They Fear no 
injury, and offer none. They even fuf- 
fer flight attacks to go Unnoticed, con- 
fcious of their power to right themfelves 
whenever the occafion fltalLfeem to re-' 
quire it. 
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A FRIENDrIN NEED. 

' t 

George Cornish, a natiTc of Lon-' 
don, was brought up to the fca. After 
making feveral voyages* to the Eaft In- 
dies in the capacity of mate, he obtained 
tiie command of a (hip in the country- 
trade there, afid paffed many years of 
his life in failing fi'om one port to ano- 
ther of the Company's different fettle- 
ments, and refiding at intervals on Ihore 
with the fuperintendants of their com- 
mercial conjerns* ' "Having by thefe 
means raifed a modeftite fortune, and 
being now beyond the meridian of life, 
hk feJta ftrong dcfifeof returning 'to his 
DiTtive 'country, and feeing his family 
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and friends, concerning whom he had 
received no tidings for a long time. He 
realized his property, fettled his affairs, 
and. taking his paiTage for E^igland, 
arrived in the Downs after an abfcnce 
of fixteen years. 

He iounediately repaired to London, 
and went to the houfe of an only bro- 
ther whom he had left poffeffed of a gen- 
teel place in a public office. He found 
that his brother was dead, and the fa- 
mily broken up; and he was directed to 
the houfe of one of his nieces, who was 
married and fettled at a fmall diftance 
fromi town. On making himfelf known, 
he was received with great refpeft and 
atFeftion by the married niece, and 
a fingle fitter who refided with her : to 
which good reception, the idea of his 
bringing back with him a large fortune 
did not a little contribute. They preffed 
him in the mod urgent manner to takt^* 
up his abode there, and omitted no-. 
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thing that could teftify their dutiful regard • 
to fo near a relation. On his part, he 
veas fincerely glad to fee them, and pre- 
Tcnted them with feme valuable Indian 
commoditiesvvhich he had brought with 
him. Thev foon fell into converfat^'on 
concerning the family events that had 
taken place during his long abfence. 
Mutualjcondolences paffed on the death 
of the father; the mother had been 
dead long^ before. The captain, in the 
' warmth of his heart, declared his in- 
tention of befriending the furyivorsof 
the family, and his wiflies of feeing 
the fecond fifter as comfortably fettled 
^ in the world as the 6rft feemed to be. 
" But (faid he) are you two the only 
ones left ? What is become of my lit- 
tle fmiling playfellow Amelia ? I re- 
member her as if it were yefterday, 
, coming behind my chair, and giving 
me a fly pull, and then running away 
t>mt I n)ight follow her for a kifs. I 

G 2 
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fhould be farry if any thing had hap* 
pened to her." " Alas^, Sir, (faid the 
eldeft niece) (lie has been the c?iufe of 
an infinite deal of trouble tn her friends] 
She was always a giddy girl, and her 
mifconduft has. proved her ruin. It 
would be happy if we could all forget 
her !" '\ What then (faid the uncle) has 
flie dilhonoured herfelf ?- Poor creature T' 
" I Canj^ot fay (replied the niece) that 
flie has done fo in the worft fenfe of the 
word ; but (he has difgraced herfelf and 
her family by a nafty foolifli match with 
one beneath her, and it has ended, as 
might hdvc been expefited, in poverty 
and wretchednefs." *' I am glad (re- 

• turned the captain) that it is no worfe ; 
for though I much difapprove of impro- 
per matches, yet. young girls may fall 
into ftill greater evils, and where there 
is no crime, there can be no irrepa- 
rable difgrace. But who was the man, 

'and what did my brother fay to it?" 
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<* Why, Sir, I cannot fay, but it was 

partly my father's own fault; for he 

took a fort of liking to the young man, 

who was a drawing-mafler employed in 

the family, and would not forbid him the 

hoofe afret we had informed him of the 

danger of an attachment between 

Amelia and him. So when it was too 

late, he fell into a violent paffion about it, 

which had no other effeft than to drive 

the girl direfetly into her lover's arms. 

They married, and foon fell into diffi- 

culties. My father, of courfe, wouM 

do nothing for them ; and when he died, 

he not only difinhirited her, but made 

us promife no longer to look upon her as 

a fifter." ** And you did make that pro- 

- mife ?" faid the captain in a tone of fur- 

prife and difpleafure. " We could not 

difobey our parent (replied the other 

fifter) ; but we have feveral times fent 

her relief in her neceffities, though 

i\ was improper for' us to fee her/* 
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^* And pray what is become of her at 
laft — where is (Ive now?" " RealJy, 
flie and her hufband have (hifted their 
lodgings fo often j \that it is fome time 
fince we heard any thing about them.'* 
" Somie time ! how lopg ?" " Perhaps 
half a year or more." VPooroutcafti 
(cried the captain, in a fort of muttered 
half-voice) I have made nopromife, how- 
ever, to renpunce thee. Be pleafed, 
madam, (he continued, addreffing himr 
felf gravely to the married niece) to fa- 
vour me with tHW^ direftion you had 
to this unfprtunate fifter." She blufhed^^ 
and looked confufed; and at length, af- 
ter a good deal of fearching, prefented it 
to her uncle. .« But, my dear Sir^^ 
(faid ihe) you will not think of leav- 
ing us to day. My fervant fliall make 
all. the inquiries you choofe, and fave 
you the trquble ; and to morrow you 
pan ride to town, ^nd do as you think 
proper." " My gpod ni^cc, (faid the 
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captain) I am but an indifferent fleeper, 
and I am afjjaid things would run in my 
head and keep me awake. Befides, I 
am naturally impatient, and love to do 
my bufinefs myfelf. You will excufe 
me/' So faying he took up his hat, and 
without much ceremony went out of 
the houfe, and took the road to towq oa 
foot, leaving his two nieces fomevvhat 
difconcerted. 

When, he arrived, he went without 
delay to the pFace mentioned, which was 
a by ftreet near^ Soho. The people 
who kept the lodgings informed him, 
that the perfons he inquired after had left 
them feveral months, and they did not 
know what was become of them. Thb 
threw the captain into great perplexity; 
but while he was confidering what he 
fhould do next, the woman of the houft? 
recolle£ted that Mr. Bland (that was the 
drawing-mafter's name) had been em- 
ployed ^t 51 certain fchool^ y{\\^Tc ixi-^ 
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formation about him might poflibly be 
obtained. Captain- Cornifli haftened 
away to the place, and was informed by 
the mafter of the fchool that fuch a man 
,had, indeed, been engaged there, but 
had ceafed to attend for fome time paft. 
«* He was a very-well behaved induftri- 
ous young man (added the mailer), but 
in diftreffed circurnftances, which pre- 
vented him from making that genteel 
appearance which we expeft in all who 
attend our fchocl ; fo I was obliged to 
difmifs him. - It was a great force upon 
my f cyclings y I alTure you, Sir, to do fo ; 
but you know the thing could not be 
helped-" The captain eyed him with 
indignant contempt^ and faid, *' I 
fuppofe then, Sir, your feelings never 
fuflfered ypu to inquire where this 
poor creature lodged, or what became 
of him afterwards!" •* As to that, 
(replied the mafter) every man knows 

hi? pwn h'afinefs bell, and my \in\^ 
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is fully taken up with. my o\vnconcern&; 
but I believe I have a note of the lodg- 
ings he then occupied — here it is." The 
captain took it, and turning on his heel, 
withdrew in fiience. 

He pofted away to the place, but 
there too liad the mortification of learn- 
ing that he was too late. The people 
ho\vcver told him that they believed he 
might find the family he was feeking in 
a neighbouring alley, at a lodging up 
three pair of ftairs. The captain's heart 
funk within him; however, taking a 
boy as a guide, he proceedied immedi- 
ately to the fpot. ^n going up the nar- 
row creaking ftaircafe, he met a man 
coming down with a bed on his flioul- 
ders- At the top of the landing flood 
another with a bundle of blankets and 
flieets. A woman with a\ child in her 
arms was ^xpoftulating with him, and he 
heard her exclaim, " Cruel! not to leave 
me 07ie bed for myfeif and my poor 
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children!" " Stop (fnid the captain to 
ihe man) fet down thofe things." The 
man hefitatcd. » The captain renewed 
his command in a peremptory tone ; and 
then advanced towards the woman. 
They looked eameftly at each other. 
Through her pale and emaciated features 
he fawfomething of his little fmiler ; and 
at length, in a faint voice, he addreffed 
her, *' Are you Amelia Corniih?" " That 
rctfj my name," (he replied. **Iam 
your uncle,'* he cried, clafpingher inWs 
arms, and fobbing as if his heart would 
break. ** My uncle!" faid (he, and 
fainted. He was juft able to fet her 
down on the only remaimng chair, 
and take her child from her. Two 
other young children came running 
up, and began to fcream with terrour. 
Amelia recovered herfelf. " Oh, Sir, 
what a fituation you fee me in!" " A 
firuation, indeed! (faid he) Poor for* 
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fcken creature J but you haveo;ie friend 
left!" 

He then alked what was become of 
herhulband. She told him, that having 
fatigued himfelf with walking every day 
to a great diftance for a little employ- 
ment, that fcarcely afforded them bread, 
he had fallen ill, and was now in an hof- 
pital, and that after having been obliged 
to fell mod of their little furniture and 
clothes for prefent fubfiftence, their 
landlord had juft feized their only re- 
maining bed for fome arrears of rent. 
The captain immediately difcharged the 
debt, a:^d caufing the bed to be brought 
up again, difmiffed the; man. He then 
entered into a converfation with his 
niece about the events that had be- 
fallen h«r. '' Alas! Sir, (faid nic) 
1 am fenfible I was greatly to blame 
in difobeying my father, and leaving 
l)is roof as I did ; but perhaps fome- 
thing might be alleged in oijT ex- 
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cufe — at ledft, years of calhmity and 
diftrefs may be an expiation. As to my 
hufband, however, he has never given 
me the leaft caufe of complaint — he has 
ever been kind and good, and what we 
havefufferedhasbeen through misfortune 
and not fault. To be fure, when we mar- 
ried, we did not know how a family was 
to be maintained. His was a poor employ- 
.Inent, and ficknefs and other accidents 
foon brought \is to a ftate of poverty, 
from which We could never retrieve 
durfelves. He, poor man \ was never 
idle when he could help it, and denied 
himfelf every indulgence inorder to pro- 
vide for the wants of pie and the chil- 
dren. I did my part, too, as well as T 
w^as able. But my father's unrelenting^ 
feverity made me quite heart-broken j 
and though' my fillers two or three time^ 
gave JUS a; little relief in burprefling ne- 
ceffities — for riofhing* elle' could hav6 
nfade'-rtle 'Sik til'^ae''m5nner I did--vet 
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they would never permit me to fee therh,. 
and for forhe Xxme part have ehtiiiely 
abandoned u§. I thought Heaven had 
abaridoned us too. The hout* of ex- 
trerri$ft dittfefs vi^aS' c'ohie ; but yoti 
have bfeen fctit fof ouf comfort." 
<^ And your comfort, pleafe feod ! 1 Will 
be/' cried the captain with energy. 
** You are riiy o'wri dfeaf ohild, and your 
Utile ones fliall bef mine too. Dry up 
ydiir tears-^bef ter days; I hope, ^re ap- 
proaching." . 

Evening wais how coming on, and 
it was too lafe to think of changing 
lodgings. The captain procured a neigh- 
bour to go out for foftne provilions an<i 
other hec^tfafies, aincf then to6l< hi$' 
leaVe, wit^ a pfomife of being With his 
Aiece early the next morning. Indeed, 
as he propofed goin^ to pay a vifit to 
her hu{band, (he Was far from Wilhing 
fo detain him longer. He went dU 
T^Gcly thence .to the* hofpital; * and 
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having got accefs to the apothecary, 
Begged to i)e informed of the real ftatc 
of his patient Bland. The apothecary 
told him that he laboured under a flow 
fever, attended with extreme dejeftioti^ 
offpirits, but- that there were no figns 
of urgent danger. " If you will allow 
ijie to fee him (faid the captain) I be- 
lieve I ihall be able to adminiiler a 
cordial more efFe£tual, perhaps, than all 
your medicipes." He was fliown up 
to the ward where the poor man lay, 
and feated by his bedfide. " Mr. 
Bland, (faid he) I am a ftranger to you, 
but I come to bring you fome news of 
your family." The fick man rotlfed 
himfelf, as it were, from a ftupor, and 
fixed his eyes in filence on the cap- 
tain. He proceeded " Perhapa 

you may have heard of an uncle that 
your wife had in the Eaft Indies — he is 
coiriehome,and — and — lamhe." Upon 
this he ejvgeily ftretched out his hand^ 
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sind taking that of Bland, which wa^ 
thruft out of the bedclothes to meet it, 
gave it a cordial fhake. The lick man^ 
eyes gliftened — he grafped the captained 
hand with all his remaining ftrength; 
and drawing it to his mouth, kifled it 
wth fervour. All he could fay was^ 
••God bJefs you !-^be kind^to poot 
Amelia !'* '« I will— I will— (cried the 
captain) I will be a father to you all- 
Cheer up— keep up your fpirits-^all wil} 
be well !" He then, with a kind look 
and another fhake of the hand, wiOied 
him a good nig^t, and left the poor man 
lightened at onfce of half his difeafe. 

The captain went home to the co^ 
fee-houfe v^^here he lodged, got a light 
fupper, and went early to bed. After 
meditating fome time with heartfelt fa- 
tisfa£tion onr the work of the day, he felf 
into a fweet fleep which lafted till day- 
break. The next morning early he 
rofe and falKed forth in fcarch of fur- 

h2 
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nii^ed lodgings. After forae inquiry, 
he met with a corpipo^iou^ fat, in a 

I * 

jJlcafant airy fituation, for which hg 

agreed. He then drove to Am.^iia, ancj 

found her and her children ne^t an(| 

clean, and as well dfe.^ ^3 their poor 

Wf^j^drobe would admit. I^e embrace^ 

$hpm with the ut^r.oft affe^ion^ and re-r 

joiped Amelia'^ heart with a favourable 

account pf her hufb^nd. I;|e then tol4 

Jh^m to .prepare for .^ ride with him. 

The children were overjoyed at th^ 

proposal, and they ^ccompaipiied him 

(iown. to the . coach in high fpirits. 

Amelia fcarcelv knew what to think 

Of cjxpeft. They drove firft to a w?re- 

boufc for ready-made linen, where the 

captain made Amelia furnifh berfelf 

with a complete fet of every thing ne- 

ceffary for prefent ufe for the children 

and herfelf, not forgetting fome (hirts 

for her hufband. Thence they wentf 

to a clothes fliop, where the little boy^ 
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•was fuppHed with a jacket and trowfers^ 
a hat and great coat, and the girl with 
another great coat and a bonnet — both 
were made as happy as happy could be, 
They were next all furniflied with new 
ftioes. In fliort, they had not proceeded 
far, before the mother and three children 
were all in complete new habiliments^ 
decent but not fine 5 while the old ones 
were all tied up in a great bundle, an4 
deftined for fome family ftill poorcjr tha^ 
tliey had been. 

The captj^in then drove to the lodg- 
ings he had taken, and which he had 
direfted to ^e put in thorough order^ 
He jcd An^elia up flairs, who knew 
npi whither ffie was going. Ht 
brought her into a handfome parlour, 
and feated her in a chair. Tf)is, my 
dear, faid he, 115 ^pur bpufe. 1 hope 
you will let me povy pnd then come 
and fee you in it^ A?l^?m turned pale 
and^Quld ppt fp^ak. At }e»gtti a flood 

h3 
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of tears came to her rplief, and flie fud- 
denly threw herfejf at her uncle's feet, 
and poured out thanka and bleffin^s in a 
broken voice. He raifed her, ani kind- 
ly kiffing her and her children, flipped a. 
purfe of gold into her hand, ai^d hurried; 
4own flairs. 

He next went to the hofpital and found. 
Mr. Blarid fitting up in bed, and taking 
fame food with apparent pl^afur^. He 
fat down by him. " God bkf? yau I 
Sir, (faid Bland) I fee now it is all a re- 
ality, and not a dream* Your figure 
has been haunting me all night, ^Qd I 
have fcarcely been able to fatisfy my- 
felf whether I had rei\lly,feeQ. and fpoke 
to you, or whether itw^s ^ fitof deliriuin. 
Yet my fpirits have been lightened, and 
I have now been eating with a relifli I 
have not experienced for many days paft. . 
But may I alk how is my poor Amelia 
and my little ones ?*' *' They are well and. 
happy, my good friend, ^faid the cap- 



l^m) and I hope you will (poOi be Tq 
^ongwkh th^ra." The apothecary camq 
Tjip, and felt his'patient's pwlifc... " Yoi^ 
a^re a lucky do£lor, indeec|:. Sir,, (feid be. 
to Captain Corpiflj) jo^ bave- cured thf^ 
poor man of his. fever. His psu|fe is a^^ 
calm as ray own." Tl?e cs^ptain con^ 
fuUed him about^the f^fftyof ricmoyi^ 
hiip ; ai^d the apothecs^iy tJiougbt th^t 
there would be no hs3?aiid in .doing it 
that very day» The captain waited the 
arrival of the pbyficiap^/v^ho conf^rincd, 
tbq, fame Qpinion. A, firdan cb^ir wa^ 
procured, an.d fuH direi^iOQs b^i^g ob- 
t^itied. foi; the future treatment, with the, 
pbyiici^n's pconiife to look aft^r him,, 
the captain walked before the chair, to 
the new lodgings, Oq the knock at 

the door, Amelia, looked oat of win- 

• * • • 

dow, and feeing the chair, ran down, 
apd n^et her uncle and husband in the 
paffage. The popr man, not kwwing 
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wtiere he was, and gazing wildly around 
him, was carried up flairs and placed 
upon a good bed, while his wife and 
children affembled round it, A glafs of 
wine brought by the people of the houfe 
reftored him to his recoUeftbn, when a 
moft tender fcene eofued, which the 
uncle clofed as foon as he could, for fear 
of too much agitating the yet feeble pr^ 
gans of the fick man. 

By Amelia's conftant attention, affift- 
ed by proper help, Mr. Bland fliortly 
recovered 5 and the whole family loft 
their fickly emaciated appearance, and 
became healthy and happy. The kind 
uncle was never long abfent from them, 
and was always received with looks of 
pleafure and gratitude that penetrated 
his very foul. He obtained for Mr. 
Bland a good fituation iq the exer- 
cife of his profe4lion, and took Amelia 
and her children into his fpecial care,. 
As to his other nieces, though he did 



pot cijlire^ biiip^lt off bis cpijnefiion 
with the|i3, ^ut, on the contrary^ fhowexjl 
^hein oc^a^onf 1 marks of ^e k^ndnefs 
of a relation, yet he could nev^r lool?: 
.upon tbenj with true cordiality. And 
as th^y had fo well kept their promiftr 
to their f^Jtb^r of never treating Ameli^ 
as a filler, while in her »fBiQ:ed ftate, 
\it toqk care not to tempt them to break 
it, n9w ftie w^s in » favoured and prof* 
perous condition. 
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MASTER AND SLAVE. 

Mastb?. Now, villain! what have 
you to fay {(HfV this fecond attempt to ruj) 
9way ? Is there any pupifhpfnt that 
YOU do not deferv^ ? 

Slave. 1 well know that nothing I 

can (ay will gyail. I {\i\>mi\ fo aiy 
fate: 



82 TWENTY-EIGHTH EVENING. 

'M. But are you not a bafe fellow^ a. 
hardened and ungrateful rafcal ? 

5. I am a Jlaie. That is anfwer 
enough. 

M. I am not content with that an- 
fwer. I thought I difcerned in you 
fome tokens of ;a mind fuperior to your 
condition. I treated you accordingly^ 
You have been comfortably fed and 
lodged, not overworked, and attend- 
ed with the mod humane care when 
you were fick. And is this the re- 
turn ? 

S, Since you condefcend to talk with 
me as man to man, I will reply. What 
have you done — what can you do for me, 
that will compenfate for the liberty 
which youhaVe taken away ? 

M. I did not take' tt away. Yoa 
were a flavc when I fairly purchafed 
you. 

S. Did I give my confent Vo the pur* 
chafe? 
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. M. You had no confent to give, 
you had already loft the right of difpof- 
ing of yourfelf. 

A$. I had loft the power ; but how the 
right? I was treacheroufly kidnapped 
in my own country when following an 
honeft occupation. I was put ir>to chains^ 
fold to one of your countrymen, carried 
by force on board his fliip, brought 
hither, and expofed to fale like a beaft in 
the marker, where you bought me. 
What ftep in all this progress of vio- 
lence and injuftice can give a right? 
Was it in the villain who ftole me, in the 
flave-merchant who tempted him to do 
fpjCfrin you who encouraged the flave- 
merchant to bring his cargo of human 
cattle to cultivate your lands ? 

M. It is in the order of providence 
that one man fliQuld become fubfervient 
to another. It ever has been fo, and 
ever will be. I found the cuftom and 
did ifot n)akp it. 



^' 
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S. Vou cannot but be fenfible that 
tbe robber whoputS ^ piftol toyoai' br^aft' 
may make juft the fame pled. Provl-* 
dence gives hJm a pdwer ovdr yodr life 
and property; it gave mydndmies a 
powef over liiy liberty. But' it had dlfa. 
given the legs to eiftdpt with ^ and what* 
Ihould prevent me ffom ufing them? 
Nay, what fhould reftr^in mei from reta-. 
listing the wrongs I have differed, if at 
favourable oec^fion (hoiild offer ? 

M. Gratitude, I repeat,— gratitude ! 

Have 1 not endeaVotited ever flnce . I 
pofleffed you to alleviate your misfor- 
tune^ by kind treatfn^nf, and does that, 
confer no obligation ?' Coftfider h6\v 
rttuchwotfe yout condition niight havef" 
been under another lii^rfe^l 

«S*. You h^Ve done nothing for rne 
itiore than fof yotit Wotking tattle. 
Are they not Well' f^d and tended?^ 
da ydu wotk thertt llartief tlian yoiir*^ 
flaves ? is not ihe rule of^fri'dtiw^lioth;' 
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only few own advanta-ge ? You tnia't 
both your men and beaft flaves' bettet 
•li)anf feme of your rrei^hbours, becatife 
ypu are more prudent and wealthy tft^n 
tTiey. 

M. iToii might add, tAott humane 
too. 

S. Humane ! does- it ddtrvt that 
appellation to keep youi* fellow meii in 
forced fubjeftioH, depriredof all eJcercHe 
of their free-will, liable to all the injuries- 
that your own caprice, or the Brutality 
df ydfur overfeers, riiafy hesfp di\ thetti, and 
demoted, foul and body,only to youtpki* 
fure and emolument ? Citr gratitude 
tferke plarce feet^kreeti cfe^tures in fuch a 
ftiatcJ, and Hie ifY^ut who holds: thent in 
It ? Look at thefe limbs — are they riot 
thbfe of a: man ? think that I have the 
f^iritof a man, too, 

• M. But It was my intention not only 
tj^make your life tolerably comfortable" 

vox. VI. I 
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at prefent, but to provide for you in your 
old age. 

S. Alas! is a life like mine» tora 
firom country, friends, and all I held 
dear, and compelled to toil under the 
burning fun for a mafter, worth thinkin|^ 
about for old age ? No —the fooner it 
ends, the fooner I (hall obtain that relief 
for which my foul pants. 

M. Is it impoflible, then, to hold yoa 
by any ties but thofe of conftraint and 
feverity ? 

S. It is impoffible to make one who 
has felt the value of freedom, acquiefce 
in being a ilave. . 

M. Suppofe I were to reftore you to 
your liberty— -would you reckon that a 
favour. . 

S. The greateftj for although it 
would only be undoing a wrong, I 
know too ,well how few an^ong . man* 
kind are capable of facrificlng inter^{| 
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to juftice, not to prize the exertion when 
it IS made. 

M. I do It, then ;— be free. 

S. Now I am indeed your fervant, 
4l|)augh not your flave. And as the firft 
leturn I can make for your kindnefs, I 
wiH tell you freely the condition in which 
you Kve. You are furrounded with im- 
pla^pabje foes, who long for a fafe op- 
jpor^iinity to revenge upon you and the 
other planters alHhe miferies they have 
Mtdured. Xhe more generous their na- 
tures^ the more indignant they feel 
againft that pruel injuftice which has 
Atz^gtA them hithier/and doomed them 
to perpetual feyvitude. You can rely 
on no kindnefs on your parts to foften 
the obduracy of their refentment. You 
have reduced Ihem to Hie ftate of brute 
beafts, and if they have not the flu- 
pidity of beafts of burden, they muft 
have the ferocity of beafts of prey; 
Superior force alone can give ^ou 

I 2 
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iscmity, As fpon as that fails, you aie 
at the mercy of the mercilef§. Such 
is the focial bopd between majer and 
Jlave! 



JEiVRTfJ AND HEi^ CHILDREN^ 

Jn a certain diftrifl: of the globe, things 
one year went on, fo ill^ th^t almoO: the 
V^hole race of living beiQg]s^ animals aa4 
vegetables, .c;^rrie4 tl^eir kmentatiop^ 
find complaints to their C9a3num.iiiotb^ 
fbpEart/u 

Firft c;;iime M^^ *' Q E*rth,j (lai4 
Jie) how c^t\ you heboid upmpved tb^ 
jntokrabla calamities pf your favopritf? 
pitspringl Hfs^yen fliuts up all tbf 
(purees pf its benignity to us,^DdL(boWf- 
ers plagues and pei\ilef)ce or our btad^ 
^--^ilprm^ tear tq pieces ail the worksr of 
huspan lajbour-r-th^ ekmenta of fire 
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»-*and in the midft of all, thefe evils, fome 
demon poffetfes us with a rage 5f wor- 
rying and deftroying one another; fo 
that the whole fpecies feem§ doomed to 
perifli. O, intercede in our behalf, or 
clfe receive us again into your maternal 
womb, and hide us from the fight of thefe 
accumulated diftreffes'* 

The other animals then fpoke by 
iheir deputies, the horfe, the o^, and 
the (heep. ** O pity, mother Earth, 
thofc of your children that repofe on 
your breaft, and derive their fubfiftence 
from* your foodful bofom! We are 
parched with drought, we are fcorched 
by lightning, we are beaten by pitilefs 
tempeftsyfalubrious vegetables refufe to 
Dourifli us, we languife under difeafe, 
and the race of men treat us with un- 
ufual rigour. Never, without fpeedy 
fuccour, can we furvive to another 
year." 

The vegetables next, thofe that form 

I 3 
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\h^ verd^Dt carpet qf the e^r^, tbat 
coyer the warv^ig ti^Id^ ^f b^rvci^ ainA 
tl^t fpi^ad .th^ir lofty bfaf^cl^s-m t\^ 
air, i<^Bt forth th^eir cop^pla^nt. 'f Q, o^ni 
gqneiial motbf f,i tp^ whafe l>rea^ W^ 
cleave> and, whofe; vital ]ui(pe%if^ d^rajil^ 
have compaflipn upon, i^s \ %e hQi|i^ w^ 
wither and droop u»dper tiie b^Je&Jgal^ 
th^t fwe^p over u&~hew- wie jthkift iu 
v^vipforthe genii's d^w qf He^&n ^ b j o w 
imi^eiif<^ tribes oC noxipu& infect piei^ 
an^ 4'^vo^r u§^r-bow th€fa4aa.Ui^ing fipoks 
apdr heirds; tear us^ijp. i?}f the r^pt^^^-^f^i 
how n^n, thi:ough .rnutu^al fpi^, h^^ 
^'a^Q aad dedr/Qv its. yv^ijq y^ ioin^ar^ 
ture. • Alfe^j); whol^. na^tipn« of us: ac^ 
"defolated, and ynkftj. you faw ia&> ^n^ 
other year willj witttefs our total 4^&:uc^ 
tion." - ' . : . 

" My children (faid Earth), I haj?e 
now exifted fomje thoufand vears ; ^nd 
fcarcelyone of them has pafied in which - 
funikr complaints h^ve nol rifea trom 
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one qoarter or another. Keverthelefs^ 
every thing ha» Ten>ained in nearly the 
feme Itate, atnd no fpecies of created 
being^has been finally loft. Hie injuries 
of one yeaor are repaired by the fucceed- 
ing. The growing vegetables may be 
blafted, but the feeds of others lie fecure 
in my bofom, ready to receive the vital 
influence of more favourable feafons. 
Animals may be thinned by want and 
difeafe, but a remnant is always left, in 
whom furvive the principle of future 
increafe. As to man, who fuflfcrs not 
only from natural caufes, but from the 
eflfe^ls of his own follies and vices, his 
mifefies roufe within him the latent 
powers of remedy, and bring him to his 
reafon again j while experience continu- 
ally goes along with him to improve his 
means of happinefs, if he will but liften 
- to its diftates. Have patience, then, my 
children I You were born to fufrer, as 
weUi as to enjciy, and you mufl fubmit 
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to your lot. Butconiole yourfelves witlb 
the thought that you have a kind mailer 
above, who created you for benevo- 
lent purpofes, and will not withhold his 
prote£tion when you ftand moft tn nied 
ofit/' 
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I 

PROVIDENCE; 

OR, 

THE SHIPWRECK. 

It was a dread&I ftorm. The wind 
blpwing full on the fea-ihore rolled 
fr^fno^Ktous waves on the beach, while 
the half funk Tock$ at the entrance of 
^ bay were enveloped in a mift of 
white foam. A ihip appeared in the 
^fiwg» driving impetuoufly under her 
bdre pdes to land ; now tilting aloft on 
the furgicg waves, now plunging into 
the intervening hollows, ftefently (he 
fufhed anu>ng the roc^s and there ftruck^ 
llbe bittows beating over her deck, and 
climbing up her fhattered rigging* 
*> Mercy I mercy 1" ^exclaimed an an* 
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cient Solitary as he viewed from a cliflF* 
the.difinal fcene. It was in vain. The 
fhip fell on her fide, and was feen oo 
more. 

Soon, however, a fmaU dark objefit 
appeared coming from the rocks towards. 
the fliore ; at firft dimly defcried through 
the foam, then qviite plain as it rode on 
the fummit of . a wave, then for a time 
totally loft. It approached, and Ihovved 
itfelf to be a boat with men in it rowing 
for their lives. The folitary haftened 
down to the beach, and in all the ago* 
nizing vicifiltudes of hope and fear 
watched its advance* At length, after 
the moft imminent hazards, the boat was 
thrown violently on the fliore, and the 
dripping half dead mariners crawljsd out 
to the dry land. » 

** Heaven be praifed ! *' cried the' 
folitary ; " what a providential efcape i*^ 
And. he led the poor men to his'Celli> 
where, kindling a -good fire, and bring* 



ing out hU \iM\t ftore of pfovifion, he 
reftored them to health and. fpirits^ 
•* And are you fix mefi the oftly ones 
iaved ?; faid he, " That we are/* an- 
iwered one of them, " Threefeore and 
fifteen men, women, and children, wefe 
in the ihip when (he flruck. You may 
think what a clamour and confufion there 
yras: women clinging to their huf- 
l>ands' necks^ and children hanging 
about their clothes, all (hrieking, crying, 
ajid praying ! There was no time to be 
loft. We got out the fmall boat in a 
^inkling; jumped in, without ftaying 
fdr our captain, who was fool enough to 
be minding the paffengers; cut the rope, 
and pulhed aw^y juft time enough to 
be clear of the fliip as (be went down : 
and here we are, all alive and merry !" 
Ad oath concluded his fpeech. The 
Solitary was ihocked, and could not 
help fecretly wifliing that it had.pleafed 
Providence to. have faved foipe of the 
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innocent paflfengfcrs, rather than thek i^'^_ 
probates. 

The failors having got wftai ilftef' 
could, departed, fcafcely thanking Ifieir^ 
benefactor, and marched up the caimtry.- 
Night came on. They defcried a Kghf 
at fome diftance, and made tip toit^ It* 
proceeded from the window ef a godd^ 
looking houfe, furrounded with a htm^ 
yard:and garden- They knocked al the* 
door, and in a fupplicating tone mad^' 
known their diftrefs, and begged rt^lieft 
They were admitted, and treated wi^* 
compaffion and hofpitality. In the 
houfe were the miftrefs^ her ehvUiteh^ 
and women fervants, an oW mart and^. 
a boy : the mailer was abroad, itbe' 
failors, fitting round the kitchen- fire^ 
whifpered to each other that heref was* 
an opportunity of making a booty thH^ 
would amply eompenfate for the loft 
of clothes and wages. They fcttledl * 
their plan ; and on the old manV €001-^ 



mg with h>g%: to the 6m^ one of them 

broke bii ftiill vnili the poker, and laidl 

liiq[i deadl Aoolhei took up ai knife 

^ii^hic^ liad^boen brpught with tile baf 

and cjbeefe^ and running: after the boy, 

who was. itiak*^' hi4B> <^9cape out of the 

houfe^ ftabbed hint to th^ heart. The reft 

kicked Ih6 doer$y aMi after tying aU the 

^wpmenf and children^ began to ranf^clc 

tlie houfie. C^ of the children coQtinu^ 

ifig to make ](Mid edclam^tion^, a fellow 

Invent and ftsangled it. They had nearly 

£nifted paokifig up fuch of the raoft va- 

kiabte" things as* they couM carry off, 

when the matter of the houfe came 

home, lit was' a fGnitggler as well as a 

fermer, and had juft returned from an. 

expedition, leaving his' companions with 

their: goods at a neighbouring public-* 

lioule.^ Swprifed at finding the, doors. 

k)cke4>atui at feeing Bght&mormg abou^ 

in the ehambfersybe fufpeftid fomewhat^ 

ai«!fe;--^«dyupon lifteniftgi he. heard 

VOL. V.K K 
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flrange voices, and fol^ fome df the fai^ 
brs through the wind6w9. He haftened 
back to his companions^ and brought 
them with him joft as the robbers 
opened the door and were coming out 
with thek pillage> having firflL fet fire to 
the houfe in order to conceali^hat they 
had done. The fnluggler and hi^ friends 
let fly their blunderbufles 10 the midft of 
them, and then ^uihing forwards^ fetzed 
the furvivors and fecured them. Per-^ 
ceiving flames in the houfe, they ran and 
extinguiihed them. The villains were 
nqxt day led to prifon amidft the curfes 
of the neighbourhood. 

The good folitary, on bearing of the 
event, at firft exclaimed,. .** What a 
wonderful interference of Providence, 
to punifli guilt and prot^eflinnojcence 1" 
Paufing a while, he addedf ** Yet had 
Providence thought fiit to have drown- 
ed thefe failors in tbeif^ P?ffag« frpm 
tjhe. fliip, :!w|ierc they Jeft iq m^nyMh 






tcr people to perift, the lives of three 
innocefnt perfdtis would hive been favcd, 
and thefe wretclies would -have died 
without fuch accumulated guilt and igno* 
miny. On th« other hand, had the maf- 
ter of the houfe been at home, niftead of 
following a lawlefs and defperate trade^ 
he would perhaps have periihed with all 
his family, and the villains have efcaped 
with their booty. What am I to think 
ofdll this?'' Thus perifxveand perplexed 
he lai4 him down to reft, and, after fome 
time fpent in gloomy refle£tions, fell 
afleep. 

In his dream he fancied himfelf feated 
on the top of a high mountain, where he 
was accofted by a vena-able figure in 
long white garments, who alked him* 
the caufe of ' the melancholy expreffed 
on his countenance. ** It is," faid he, 
^' becaufe i am. unable to reconcile the 
decrees of Providence with my ideas of 
vvifdom and juftide." " That,*' replied 

kS 
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the Srttiger, ^^ il9 probably betake thf 
notbns of Providence are mlrrow and er-> 
roneous. ,.Thou feekeft it in pi^rtkular 
tvcntSi and idoft not f»tfe thy furvejr to 
the grent whole* Every occtntence in 
the univerie k protidei^tial^ becaufe it 
is the confequence of. tbofe laws which 
divine 'Wifdom has ^fiabfiftt^d as mofl 
proidufiive of the generlJ .good. But to 
fele£t individual fads as jnore dtre£kd by 
the hand of Providence than others, be- 
cauie we think we fee a particular good 
putpoie anfwered by them^ is an infallt'* 
ble inlet toerrour and fuperftition. Fol* 
low roe to the edge' of .this cKiF.'^ He 
feemed to follow, 

** Now look down," faid the ftrangcr, 
« and tell me what thoa fecft." ^' 1 fee,** 
replied the folitary, ** a hawk^dacting 
amidft a flock of fmalt birds, one of 
which he has caught, while the others 
efcape." ** And canft thou think," re- 
joined the ftranger, ^< that the (ingle bird^ 
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made a prejr of by the hawk, lies utider 
any particular doom of Providence, or 
that thofe whkh fly away are rpore the 
obje£ts of divine favour than it ? Hawks 
by nature were made trffeed upon living 
prey, and were endowed with ftrength 
and fwiftnefs to enable them to overtake 
and mafter it. Thus life is facrificed to 
the fupport of life. But to this deftruc- 
tion limits are fet. The fmall birds are 
much more numerous and proliBc than 
the birds of prey ; and though they can- 
not refift his force, they have dexterity 
and nimblenefs of flight fufficient in ge- 
neral to elude his purfuit. It is in this 
balance that the wifdom of Providence 
is fecn ; and what can be a greater proof 
of it, than that both fpecies, the deftroyer 
?ind his prey, havefubiifted together from 
their firft creation. Now look again^ 
and tell me what thou feefi." 

« I fee," faid the. folitary, " a thick 
black cloud gathering in the (ky. { 
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hear the thunder roHing from fide to fide- 
of the vault of Hearven. I behold .th& 
red Ifghtning darting from the bofom cS 
darknefs. Now it has fallen qh a ftateljr 
tree and ffaattered it to pieces, firikingf 
to the ground an ox (hchercd at its foot. 
Now it falte agafoi in the midft of a flock 
of fioiorous (heepy and feveral of theot 
are le^t oa the plain ;*^and fecT the 
fhepherd himfehf lies extended by theii 
fide. Now it ftrikes a. lofty fpire, and^ 
at the fame time fets in a blase an bumf 
ble cottage beneatb. It is an awful atxi 
t^rriWe fight P* 

" It is fo,'* returned the ftmnger, 
" butKwhat doft thou conclude from it? 
Doft thou not knowythat fcom the ge^ 
niiil heat which gives lifeto plants andani-* 
mals, and ripens the fruits of the earth, 
proceeds this eleftrical fire, which af* 
cending to the. cbuds, and chalging 
them beyond what thty are able to con- 
tain, is launched agaiitin^burning hoks 
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to the earth? Muft it leave Hs. dire^; 
ooatfe to ftrike tHe tree rather than the 
dome of worfliip* or to fpend its fury on 
the /herd nrtlhfer. than the herdfman ? 
]MK£lions of milBon^ of living creaturesi 
have owed thiit. birth t® t^is a£live ele- 
' npeM ; zrvA ihall we think it ftfaDge if 
s^ few meed their deaths from it ? Th^s 
the mountain tdrroist that rttfhes dowit 
td fertit^}iz<i ths pflain^ in its courfe mayi 
fvTee^ vw^y the works of humian induf-* 
fry, awrf man himfelf with them; but 
c^uid its benefits be purchafed at ano-^ 
ther price?*' 

'* Ali thi^," faid.the folitary, « I to* 
lerqbiy cortiprehcod ;• but may I pre- 
fume to aft: wlience have proceeded the? 
9tt*»ral evils of the painfui fcehes of yefter* 
d5^y? What good end is anfwered by 
marking man the fcoorge of man, and 
preferV'ing 'the pmky art tha coil .of the 
innocent B**/ . :. * 

^ *^ That^ toa,'! jlrepUed tho^ venera* 
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ble ftraftger, " is a confequence of the* 
fame wife laws of Providencel If it 
was right to make man a creature of 
habit, and render thofe things eafy to 
him with which he is moft familiar, 
the failor mull of courfc be better able 
to fhift for him(elf in a fliipwreck than 
the paflenger ; while that ' felf-love 
which is effential to the prefervation 
of life muft, in general, caufe hira to 
confult his own fafety preferably to 
that of others* The Ikme force of 
habit, in a way of life full of peril and 
hardlhip, muft conduce to form a 
rough, bold, and unfeeling charafter. 
This, under the direSion of principle, 
will make a brave man; without iti 
a robber and a murderer. In the latr 
ter cafe, human laWs ftep in t6 re- 
move the evil, which they have not 
been able to' prevent. "\Yickedncfs 
meets v^th the fate which foohef or 
later alwaj^s awaits it s and innocence. 



ifkoti^ occafionsiliy a foflferer, is proved 
in the end to be the ftardft path to hap^ 

" But/' reftttned the foHtaryj "can 
ft be faid that the Jot ^ itivicic^nct \k 
clwnys preferable to tb$t ^f guiil m this 
world f" . 

" If it caiMiot/' replied the other; 
^ thinkaft tliou that th^ Almighty >is iin-» 
able to mak^e rettibufioti irH a future 
worid ? Difmifs then from thy mind 
the care of ^figit ^oentsf, (ecviTe that th6 
great whoU is ordered for the bed. £x* 
pe£l not a particular interpofition of Hea- 
ven, becaufe fuch an interpofition would 
feem to thee feafonable. Tliou, perhaps, 
wouldft ftopthe vaft machine of the uni- 
verfe to fave a fly from being crufhed 
Under its wheels. B^t mhumerable flies 
and nren are cruflied every day, yet the 
grand motion goes on, and wiU go on, 
to fulfil the benevokm intentions of its 
aiithpr. ... 



106 -TWENTY-NINTH EVENING. 

He ceaf^d, and fleep on a fudden left 
the eypljds of theToHtary. He looked 
abroad from his cell, and beheld all na* 
turefmiling arpUnd him. The rifing 
fun {bone on a clear Iky. Birds were 
fporting in the air, and 6ih glancing on 
the furface of the waters. Fleets were 
purfuing their fteady courfe, gently waft- 
Cjd'. by the pleafan t breeze. Light fleecy 
clouds were failingover the blueexpanfe 
of Heaven. His foul4ympathifcd with 
the fcene, arid pea$:p and joy filled bis 
bofom, . 



ENVY AND EMULATION. 

At one of the celebrated fchools 
of paintitig in Italy, a young man 
named Guidotto produced a piece fo 
excellent, that it was the admiration 
of the mafters in the art, who all de- 
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clared it to be their opinion that he could 
not fail of riiing to the- fummit of his 
profeilioo, ihould he proceed as he had 
begun. 

This performance was looked upon 
with very different eyes by two of his 
fellow-fcholars. Brunello, the elder of 
them,^ who had himfelf acquired fome 
reputation in hisMludies/ was mortified 
in the higheft degree at this fuperiority 
of Guidotto ; and regarding all the 
honour his rival had acquired as fo much 
taken from himfelf, he conceived the 
xnoftrancorousdiflikjeofhim^ and longed 
for nothing fo much as. to fee hirrt tofe 
the credit he had gained. Afraid'opei^ly 
to decry the merit of a work which hacf 
obtained the approbation of the beit 
judges, he threw out'fecret*infinudtions 
that Guidotto had beeti affiftdd fn iPby 
one or other of his'niafteis;: and he af- 
fe£^ed to reprefent ^ as pi: fort of liicky 
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hit, ^bich the repute tiuthor would pr6v» 
bdbly never equal. 

IS^Qt fq Lorenzo. Thoughaxexyjioung; 
proficient in the art,, he comprebencjed 
jn 1:^3 f;uU extent the exoeltence af Gui- 
dottp's performance^ and.became ene of 
thefinicei^ft of bis admirers^ Fiobd. with 
tbe praifea he faw him neceive qn alt 
fid^^A be ardently longed one day: to den 
Iprve the like. He p}«9edhun before his. 
eyes as a fair model which k was his 
bighed ambJtioni,tQi amve alt equalting 
-— fof as to exeeUinghim/ he could not 
as yet conce^ive the pb^biiity of it;. Hii^ 
neyer.fppke of hka but with raptui^^ as>d 
could not hoar to. bean the detm6Uon9^ 
offirunelLo. 

flut Loronza did not cowtent him- 
felf mlh Avords. He entered with hisi. 
\yhQfc. fpul into the career of improve- 
i^^^ntrhtviad f^rfih andrlail of allthefchor 
l^li, io the. dcfigning room~and devot- 
ed to practice at home thofe hoturs. 
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which the other youths paffed in 
amufement. It was long before he 
could pleafe himfelf with afiy of his 
attempts, and he was continually re* 
peating over them, " Alas ! how fat 
diftant is th^is from Guidofto's !" At 
length, however, he had the fatisfac- 
tion of becoming fenfible of progrefs j 
and having received confiderable ap- 
plaufe on account of one of his per- 
formances, he ventured to fay to him- 
felf, *' And why may not I too become 
aGuidotto?" 

Meanwhile, Guidotto continued to 
bear away the palm from all competi- 
tors. Brunello fljuggjed awhile to 
conteft with him, but at length gave 
up the point, and confoled himfelf 
under his ioferiority by ill-natured far- 
cafm and petulant cxiticifm. Lo- 
renzo worked away in fiience, aad it 
was long before his modefty would 
fuSer him to place any picip^ of hi^ in 

VOJL. VI. L 
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view at the fame time with one of Gui« 
dotto s. 

There was a certain day in the year in 
which it was cuflomary for all the fcho* 
lars to exhibit their beft performance in 
a publie hall, where their' merit was fo- 
lemnlyjudged by a number of fele£l ex- 
aminers, and a prize of value was award- 
ed to the moil excellent Guidotto had 
prepared for this anniverfary with a piece 
ivhich was to excel all he had before ex- 
€cuted. He had juft finifhed it on the 
evening before the exhibition, and no- 
thing remained but td heighten the co- 
louring by meansof a tranfparent vamiib. 
The malignant Brunello contrived art- 
fully to convey into the phial contain- 
ing this varnilh fome drops of a'cauftic 
preparation, the effe£l of which would 
be entirely to ddhoy the beauty and 
fplendour of the piece. Guidotto laid 
it on by Candle-light, and then with 
graat fatisfa^^ion hung^ up his pi£lu]!e 
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in the pillblijC room againft the mor*. 
row. 

Ix>ren2o, too, with beating heart, had 
prepared himfelf for the day. With vaft 
application he had finifhed a piece which 
he humbly hoped might appear not 
greatly inferior to fjme of Guidotto's 
earlier performances. 

The important day was now arrived. 
The company aflembled, and were in- 
troduced into the gre&t room, where the 
light had juft been fully admitted by 
drawuig up a curtain. All went up with 
jaifedexpedations to Guidotto's pi£ture» 
when, behold ! in^ead of the brilliant 
beauty they had conceived, there was 
nothing but a dead furface of confufed 
and blotched colours. *' Surely (they 
cried) this cannot be Guidotto's 1" The 
unfortunate youth himfelf came up, and 
on tieholding the difmal change of his 
favourite piece, burft out into an agony 
of grief, and .exclaimed chat hc.^ was 

l2 
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betrayed and undone. The vile Bn!- 
nello in a corner was enjoying his dif- 
trefs. But Lorenzo was little \th af- 
fefted than Guidotto himfelf " Trick ! 
knavery!" he cried. " Indeed, gentlemen, 
this is not Guidotto*s work, I ftw it 
when only half finifhed, and it was a 
moft charming, performance. Look at 
the outBne> and judge what it muft 
have been before it was fo bafely in- 
jured." / ^ . 

•The* fpeOators were all ftruck with 
Lorenzo's generous warmth, and fym- 
ipathifed in the difgrace of Guidotto; but 
it Was impoflible to adjudge the prize 
to his pi6tui"e in the fl:ate in which they 
beheld it. They examined all the others 
attentively, amd that of Lorenzo, till 
then an unknown artift to them, gained 
a great majority of fufFiages. The prize 
Was therefore awarded to hrm ; butXo* 
renzo, on reqeiving it, went up to Gui- 
dotto, and prefenting it to him, faid, 
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^ Take what merit swould undoubtedI)r 
have acquire for you» had not the bafefi: 
malice and envy defrauded you of it. 
To me it is honour enough to be ac- 
counted your (econd. If hereafter I may 
afpire to equal you, it (bail be by means 
of fair competition, not by the aid of 
treachery.*' 

Lorenzo's noblf!nefs of condu£t ex« 
cited the warmeft encomiums among the 
judges, wh9 at length determined, that 
for this time there ihould be two equal 
prizes diftributed ; for that H Guidotto 
had <leferved the prize of painting, Lo- 
renzo was indtled to that of virtue* 



THE JIQQ ^D OTHER ANIMALS. 

A i>EBAT|£ qnpe arofe among the 
animals in a f^rr^-y^rd, which of them 
was moft valued by thrir common niaf- 
Jer, Aft<5r the hprfe, \}^q f 5c, the cow, 
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the (heep, and the dog, had ftated their 
feveral pretenfions, the hog took up the 
difcourfe. 

" It is plain (faid he) that the great- 
eft value muft be fet upon that animal 
which is kept moft for his own fake, 
without expecting from him any return of 
ufe andfervice. Now which of you^an 
-boaft fomuch in that refpeflt as I can ? 

"•As for you, Horfe, though you 
are very well fed and lodged, and have 
fervants to attend upon you and make 
you fleek and clean, yet all this is for 
the fake of your labour. Do not I fee 
you taken out early every morning, put 
in chains, or faftened to the fhafts of 
a heavy cart, and hot brought back 
till noon 5 when after & Ihon refpite, 
you are taken to work again tilj late in 
the evening ? I may fay juft the fame to 
the Ox, except that he work? for poorer 
fare. 

♦' Foryoy, Mrs,Cow^ who ar^ fo d^ia* 
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ty over your chopped ftraw and grains, 
you are thought worth keeping only for 
.your milk, which is drained from you 
twice a day to the laft drop/ while your 
poor young ones ^re taken from you, and 
fent I know not whither, 

"You, poor innocent Sheep^ who are 
turned out to fliift for youif elves upon the 
bare hills, or penned upon the fallows 
with now and then a withered turnip or 
fome mufty hay, you pay dearly enough 
for yoUr keep by refigning your warm 
coat every year, for want of which 
you are liable to be ftarved to d^ath 
oh fome of the cold nights before fum» 
mer. * 

" As for the Dog, who prides him* 
felf fo much on being admihed to our 
mailer's table, and made Ws com pa-. 
nion, that he will fcarce condefcend to 
reckon himfelf one of ps, he is obliged 
to do all the offices of a domeftiq 

fcrv^nt by- day, and to keep wat<;h 
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during the nighty while we are quietly 
afleep. 

^' In fliort, you are all of you creatures 
maintained for ufe — ^poor fubfervtent 
things, made to be enflaved or pillaged. 
I, on the contrary, have a warm ftye and 
plenty of provifions all at free coft. I 
have nothing to do but grow fat and fol* 
low my amufement > and my mafter is 
beft pteafed when he fee$ me lying at 
cafe in the fun or filling my belly/' 

Thu« argued the Hog, and put the 
reft to fiience by fo much logic and 
rhetoric. This was not long before win*^ 
ter fet in« It proved a very fcarce feafop 
for fodder of all kinds ; fo that the far- 
mer began to confider how he was to 
maintain all his live flock till fpring, 
** It will be impoffible for me (thought 
he) to keep them all ; I muft therefore 
pail with thofe I can beft fpare. As 
for my horfes and worlcing oxen, I ihall 
have bufiuefs enough to employ thcnij 
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they muft be kept, coft what it will, 
My cows will not give me much milk 
in the winter, biit they will calve iu 
the fpring, and be ready for the new 
grafs. I inuft not lofe the profit of my 
dairy. The (hcep, poor things, will take 
care of themfelves as long as there is a 
bite upon the hills: and if deep fnow 
comes, we muft do with therm as well 
as we tzri by the help of a few turnips 
and fome hay, for I muft have their wool 
at (hearing time to make out my rent 
with. But my hogs will eat me out of 
houfe and home,' yvithout doing me any 
' good. They muft 'go to pot, that's cer- 
tain J and the fooner I get rid of the fat 
-ones, the better." * 

So faying, he fmgled out flife orator 
as one of the prime among them, and 
fent him to the butcher the very nc:^ 
day. 
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THE BIRTH-DAY GIFT. 

The populous kingdom of Ava, in 
India beyond the Ganges, was once in- 
herited by a minor prince, who was 
brought up in the luxuriou^s indolence of 
an eaftem palace. When he had reached 
the age of feventeen, which, by the laws 
of that country, was the period of ma- 
jority for the crown, all the great men 
of his court, and the governors of the 
provinces, according to eftabli(hed cuf- 
tom, laid at his feet prefents confiding 
of the mod coftly products of art and 
nature that they bad been able to pro- 
cure. One offered a cafket pf the mod 
precious jewels of Golconda ; another a 
curious piec^ of clock- work made by an 
European artift; another, a piece of the 
richeft fiik from the looms of China ; 
another, a bezoar ilone» 4^id to be a fo- 
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vereign antidote againft all poifons and 
]nfe£lious difeafes; another, a choice 
piece of the mod fragrant rofe-wood in 
a box of ebony inlayed with pearls; 
another, a golden crufe full of genuine 
balfam of Mecca ; another, a courfer of 
the pureft breed of Arabia ; and another, 
a female flavc of exquitite beauty. The 
"whole court of the palace was overfpread 
with rarities ; and long rows of flayet 
were continually paffing loaded with ve^ 
fels and utenfils of gold and iilver, and 
other articles of high price. 

At length an aged magifirate from a 
diftant province made his appearance. 
He was iimply clad in a long cotton 
robe, and his hoary beard waved on his 
bread. He made his obeifance before 
the young monarch, and holding forth 
an embroidered filken bag, he thus ad^ 
drefled him. 

'♦ Deign, great king, to accept the 
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fkithful homage and fervent good wiihes 
of thy fervant on this important day, and 
with them,, the fmall prefent I hold 
in my haiid. Small, indeed, it is in 
(how, but not fo, I truft, in value. 
Others have offered what may decorate 
thy perfon — here is what will impart 
perpetual grace and luftre to thy fea- 
tures. Others have prefented thee with 
rich perfumes — here is what will make 
thy name fweet and fragrant to the lateft 
agc^ Others have given what may 
afford pleafure to thine eyes — here is 
what will nourifti a fource of n^ver-fail- 
ing pleafure within thy breaft. Others 
have fumiftied thee with prefervatives 
againft bodily contagion — here is what 
will preferve thy better parts uncontami- 
nated. Others haye heaped round thee 
-the riches of a temporal kingdom — 
this will fecure thee the treafure^ of ao 
eternal one." 
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He fa id, and drew from the purfe a 
book containing Ihe moral Precepts of 
the /age Zendar, the wifeft and moft 
virtuous man the Eafl had ever beheld. 
** If" (he proceeded) " my gracious fo- 
vereign will condefcend to make this 
his conftant companion, not an hour 
can pafs in which its perufal may not 
be a comfort and a bleffing. In the ar- 
duous duties of thy ftation it will prove a 
faithful guide and counfellor. Amidft 
the allurements of pleafure and the in- 
~ >citements of paffion, it will be an incor- 
ruptible monitor, that will never fuffer 
thee to err without warning thee of thy 
errour. It will render thee a bleffing to 
thy people, and bleffed in thyfelf j for 
what fovereign can be the one without 
the other ? 

He then returned the book to its 
place, and kneeling gave it into the 
hands of the kinsr. He received it 
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with refpe^ and benignity, and hif* 
tory affirms that the ufe he made of it 
correfponded with the wiflies of the 
donor. 



( 123 ) 



THIRTIETH EVENING. 



A GLOBE LECTURE. 



Papa — Lucy* 



Papa. You may remember, Lucy, 
that I talked to you fome time ago about 
the earth's motion round the fun. 

Lucy. Yes, papa ; and you faid you 
would tell fne another time fomewhat 
tbout the other planets. 

P. I mean fome day to take you to 
the le£lure of an ingenious philofopher 
who has contrived a machine that will 
give you a better notion of thefe things 
in an hour, than I could by mere talking 
in a. week. But it is now my intention 
to make you better acquainted with 
this globe which we inhabit^ and whicb» 

m3 
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indeed, is the moft important to us. 
Caft your eyes upon this little ball. You 
fee it is a feprefentation of the earth, 
being covered with a painted map of 
the werld. This map is crofled with 
lines in various direftions j but all you 
have to obferve relative to what I am 
going to talk about, is the great line 
acrofs the middle, called the equator^ or 
equinoctial liney2Li\d the two points at top 
and bottom called the poles, of which 
the uppermoft is the northern, the lowet- 
moft the fou th ern . 

L. I fee them. 

P. Now, the fun, which illuminates 
all the parts of this globe by .turns as 
they roll round before iU ftiines di- 
reftly upon the equator, but darts its 
rays aflant towards the poles ; and this 
js the caufs of the great heat perceived 
in the middk regions of the earth, and 
of its gradual diminution as you proceed 
from them on eitlier (ide^ towards the 
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extremities. To ufe a vulgar illuilration, 
it is like a piece of meat roafling before 
it fire, the middle part of which is liable 
to be overdone, while the two ends are 
raw. 

X. I can comprehend that. 

P. From this iimple circumftance 
fome of the greateft differences on the 
furface of the earth, with refpe£l to nt^Us 
other animals, and vegetables, proceed i 
for heat is the great principle of life and 
vegetation ; and where it moft prevails^ 
provided it be accompanied with due 
moiilure, nature is moft repleniihed with 
all forts of living and growing thiags. 
•In general, then, the countries lying on 
each fide about the equator, and forhi- 
ing a broad belt round the globe, called 
the tropics or torrid zone, are rich and 
exuberant in their products to a degree 
much fuperior to what we fee in our 
climates* Trees and other plants 0;ioot 
to a vaft fi2e, and are clotl^ed in per- 
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petual verdure, and loaded with flowers 
of the gayeft colours and fweeteft fra- 
grance, fucceeded by fruits of high flavour 
or abundant nutriment. The infeft tribe 
is multiplied fo as to fill all the air, and 
many of them aftonifli by their Cze and 
extraordinary forms', and the fplendour 
of their hues. The ground is all alive, 
with reptiles, fome harmlefs,fome armed 
with deadly poifons. 

L. O, but I ftiould not like that at 
all 

P. The birds, however, decked in 
the gayeft plumage conceivable, muft 
give unnii^ted delight ; and a tropical 
foreft, filled with parrots, m^ckaws, 
and peacocks, and enlivened with the 
gambols of monkies and other nim- 
ble quadrupeds, muft be a very amuf- 
ing fpedtacle. The largeft of qua- 
drupeds, too, the elephant, -the rhi- 
noceros, and the hippopotamus, are 
•--tives pf thefe regions ^ and not oaly 
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there fublime and harmlefs animals, but 
the terrible lion, the cruel tiger, and all 
the moft ravenous beafts of prey, are 
here found in their greateft bulk and 
fiercenefs. 

/.. That would be worfe than the in- 
fers and reptiles. 

P. The fea likewife is filled with in- 
habitants of an immenfe variety of fize 
and figure ; not only fifhes, but tortoifes, 
and all the flielly tribes. The ftiores are 
fpread with Ihells of a beauty unknown to 
ouf coafts 5 for it would feem as if the in- 
fluence of the folar heat penetrated into 
the fartheft receffes of nature. 

L. How I (hould like to ramble on the 
fea-fide there 1 

P. But the elements, too, are there 
•upon a gram! and terrific fcale. The 
•fiiy either blazes with intolerable 
beams, or pours down rain in irrefifti- 
•bie torrents. The winds fwell to 
'furious hurricanes, which often defo- 
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late the whole face of nature in a d^ji 
Earthquakes rock the ground, and 
fometimes open it in chafms, which fwal* 
low up entire cities. Storms raife the 
waves of the ocean into mountains, and 
drive them in a deluge to the land. 

L. Ah ! that would fpoil my (hell* 
gathering. Thefe countries may be 
very fine, but I don't like them. 

Pp Well then — we will turn from 
them to the temperate regions. Yoa 
will obferve, on looking at the map, 
that thefe chiefly lie on the northern 
fide of the tropics ; for on the fouthera 
iide, the fpace is almoft wholly occu« 
pied by fea. Though geographers 
have drawn 9 boundary line between 
the torrid and temperate zones, yet, 
nature has made none; and for a con* 
fiderable fpace on the borders, the di^- 
minution of heat is fo gradual as to 
produce little difference in the appear* 
ance of nature. But, in general, the 
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fnperate zones ox beiis form the moft 

^eCrable diftrifts on the face of the 

Tth. Their produfts are extremely 

rious, and abound in beauty and 

ility. Com, wine^ and oil, are among 

-rtieir vegetable (lores : the horfe, the 

€>x, and the (heep, graze their verdant 

paftures. Their feafons have the pleaf- 

ing viciffitudes of fummer and winter, 

fpring and auturpn. Though in fome 

parts they are fubjeft to excefs of heat, 

and in others of cold, yet they defer va 

the general praife of a mild temperature^ 

ppmpared to the reft of the globe. 

JL. They are the countries for tno, 
tbta. 

• P- You do live in one of jtiem, 
though our ifland is fituated fo far to 
the north, that it ranks rather among 
the cold countries than the .warm 
. cmes« However, we have the good 
fortune to be a long way removed 
feom. thofe dreary aijd cotf^fortlefs 



IJO THIRTIETH EVENING. 

tra£tsof the jglobc which lie about the 
poles, and are called the frigid zones. 
In thefe, the cheering influence of the 
fun gradually becomes extin£t9 and per- 
petual froft and fnow take pofleffion of 
the earth. X^'^^s and plants diminifh in 
number and fize, till at length no vegc-* 
tables are found but fome moHes and at 
few ftunted herbs. Land animals are 
reduced to three or four fpecies ; rein* 
deer, white bears, arftic foxe$, and 
fnow birds. The fea, however, as far 
as it renn ains free from ice, is all alive 
with the finny tribe. Enormous whalet 
fpout and gambol among the floating 
ice-iflands, and herds of feals purfue the 
flioals of fmaller fiili, and harbour in the 
caverns of the rocky coafts. 

£. Then I fuppofe thefe creatures 
ha\'e not much to do with the fun.. 

P. Nature has given them powers 
of enduring cold beyond thofe of many 
other animals » . and then the water 
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|s always warmer than the )and in cold 
climates ; nay, at a certain depth, it is 
equally warm in all parts of the globe. 

i. Well, but as I cannot go to the 
bottom of the fea, I defire to have no* 
thing to do with thefe difmal countries. 
But do any men live there ? 

P. It is one of the wonderful things 
belonging to a man that he is capable of 
living in all parts of the globe where 
any other animals live. And as nothing 
relative to this earth is fo important to 
us as the condition of human creatures 
in it, fuppofc we take a general furvcy 
4>f the different races of men who in* 
habit all th^ tra£ls we have; been fpeak* 
Jng of? 

L. Blacks^ and ^*hites, ,and all co- 
lours? 

P. Surely. If a black dog is a$ 
xnvich a dog as a white one> why ihould 
f)ot a black man be as much a man ? 
I knpwjaothing that colour has to do 
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with mind. Well then — to go back to 
the equator. The middle or topical gir- 
dle of the -earth, which by the ancients 
was concluded to be uninhabitable 
froni Its extreme heat, has been found 
by modern difcoveries to be as well 
filled with men as it is with other livin 






creatures. And no wonder ; for life is 
maintained here at lefs coft than elfe- 
where. Clothes and fuel are fcarcely 
at all neceflary. A fhed of bamboo co* 
vered with palm leaves ferves for a 
houfe ; and food is almoft the' fpontane* 
ous produft of nature. The bread fruit, 
the cocoa, the banana, and the plantain, 
offer their ftores freely to the gatherer; 
and if he takes the additional pains'to 
plant a few yams, or fow a little Indian 
corn, he is furniflied with never-failing 
plenty. Hence the inhabitants of many 
tropical countries live nearly in what is 
called a (late of nature, without care of 
labotar/ trfing the gifts of Proyidcitct 
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iike the animals around them. The na- 
ked Indian, ftretched at eafe under the 
fliade of a lofty tree, paffes his lK>urs in 
indolent repofe, unlefs roiled to tem- 
porary exertion by the paffion of the 
chace, or the love of daacirig and other 
focial fports. 

L. Well — ^that would be a charming 
life! ^ 

P. So the poet Thomfon feemed to 
think, when he bufft out into a raptu- 
rous defcription of the beauties and plea- 
fures afforded by thefe favoured regions. 
Perhaps you can remember fome of his 
h'nes. 

L. I will tfw 
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-Thrown at gayt?r eafe, on fome ftir. brow, 
Let me behold, by broety iwurrours cooi'd. 
Broad o*cr my h<}ad the verdant c«(iar wave, 
And high palmcttocs lift their graceful fhade. 
X) ilretch'd amid thefe orchards of the fun, 
Give me to drain the cocoa's milky bowl, 
Jknd from th^ palm to draw its frefliud^g wioa! 
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P. Delightful! Think, however, 
tt what price they purchafe this indo- 
knt enjoyment of life. In the firft place, 
all the work that is done is thrown upon 
the women, who are always moft tyran- 
nized over, the nearer a people approach 
to a ftate of nature. 

£. Oh horrible I I am glad I do not 
live there. 

P. Then, the mind not having that 
ipur to exertion which neceffity alone 
can give, moulders in ina£tion, and be- 
comes incapable of thofe advances in 
knowledge and vigour which raife and 
dignify the human chara£ter. 

L. But that is the fame witK lazy peo* 
pie every where. 

P. True. The exceflive heat, how- 
ever, of thefe countries feertis of itfelf 
to relax the mind, and un6t it for its 
nobleft exertions. And I queftion if 
a fingle inilance could be produced 
of an original inhabitant of the tropic^ 
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who has attained to eminence in the 
higher walks of fcience. It is their ge» 
nerai chara£ler to be gay, volatile, and 
thoughtlcfs, ft:bje£l to violent padions, 
but comrfionly mild and gentle, fond of 
fociety and amufements, ingenious irt 
little arts, but incapable of great or long- 
continued efforts. They form a large 
portion of the human race, and probably 
not the lead happy. You fee w hat vaft 
traQs of land lie vrithin this divifion ; 
mod of Africa and South America ; all 
the great iflands df Afia, and two of its 
large peninfulas. Of thefe the Afiatic 
part is the moil populous and civilized ; 
indeed, many of it^ nations are as far re- 
moved from a ftatc of nature as we are, 
a'nd their conftitutional indolence has 
been completely overcome by ncceffity. 
The clothing of thofe who are in a civili*- 
zed ftate is moftly made of cotton, which 
is a natural product of thofe climates. 
Their food is chiefly of the vegetable 
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kind; and beildcs the articles alreadjF 
mentioned, confifts much of rice. 

L. Are the people all black ? 

P. Yes ; entirely, or nearly fo. 

L. I fuppofe that is owing to the heat 
of the fun. 

P. Undoubtedly ; for we find all the 
fliades from jet black to tawny, and at 
length white, as we proceed from the 
equator towards the poles. The Afri- 
can negroes, however, from their curled 
woolly hair, and^heir flat features, have 
been fuppofed an originally diliin£t race 
of mankind. The Eail-Indian blacks, 
though under an equally hot climate, 
have long flowing hair, and features not 
different from their fairer neighbours. 
Almoft all of thefe nations are fubje£t to 
defpotic governments. In religion thejr 
^re moftly pagans, with a mixture of ma- 
hometans. 

L. I think we have had enough about 
Aefe peppk. 



P. Well then — look again on the globe 
to the norlhern fide of the tropics, and 
fee what a tour we fliall take )eou among 
'*lhe' inhabitants ef the north temperate 
zone. Here are all the mod famous pla» 
ces on the earth; rich populous countries 
renowned at different periods for arts 
and arms. Here is the greateft part of 
Ada, a little of Africa, all Europe, and 
North America. 

L. 1 fuppofe, however, there muft be 
great differences both in the climate and 
the way of life, in fo many countries. 

P. Extremely great. The fouthern 
parts paVtake 9 good deal of the cha* 
rafter of the tropical regions. The 
heat is ffill exceffive, and render^ ex* 
ertions painful; whence the people 
have in general been reckoned foft, 
effeminate, and voluptuous. Let us, 
however, look at, them a little clofer. 
Here is the mighty empire of China, 
fwarming with people, to fucb a de* 
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gree, that, notwithftanding its (ize and 
fertility, the inliabitants are obliged to 
exert the greateft indnftry to procure 
th^ neceifaries of life. Nearly in a line 
with it are the Mogul's empire, the 
kingdom of Perfia, and the Torkifli 
dominions in Afia ; all warm climates, 
abounding in produ£ts of ufe and 
beauty, and inhabited by numerous 
and civilized people. Here ftretches 
cut the great peninfula of Arabia, for 
the moft part a dry and defert land, 
overfpread with burning fands, only 
to be croffed by the patient camel. 
Wild and ferocious tribes of men 
wander over it, chiefly fubfifted by 
their herds and flocks, and by the fr^e 
of robbery, which tbey exercife on 
all travellers that fall in their Way. 
A tra£l fomewhat fimilar, though in a 
colder * climate, is the vaft country of 
Tartary, ftretching like a belt frorh 
eailto wcR acrofs th^ n^dle.of Afia^ 
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over the immenfe plains and deferts of 
^•hich, a number of independent 'tribes 
continually roam, fixing their movable 
habitations in one part or anotHw*, ao- 
cording as they afford pafturage to their 
herds of cattle and horfes. Thefe men 
have for many ages Kved in the fa«ie 
{iniple ftate, unacquainted as well with 
the arts, as the viccs^ ; of .civilized Siatbna. 
L. Well; I think it muft be a very 
pleafant life to ramble about *fiom place 
to place, and change one's abode ac- 
carding to* tbe feafom - .' ; 

.P. The Tartars think fa ; for il^ 
worft wifli they can- find for a man, is 
that he may live in, a houfe.and«^ork 
lik^ a Ruilian. Ntw' lofak, af Europe. 
See what a.fmall figure it raakesi^od 
the furfdce of Ihe globe as to^i^ae;; 
and yet it has for many ages hj^ld the 
firft place in knowledge, aftivity, ^ ci* 
iniliiation, and all the' qualities that 
ftlevate niaiuadiong his.fellaw|i.M.For 
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this it is much in4ebted to that tempe* 
rature of climate which calls forth all 
the faculties of man in order to render 
life comfortable, yet affords enough of 
the beauties of nature to warm the heart 
and exalt the imagination. Men here 
earn their bread with the fweat of their 
brow. Nature does not drop her fruits 
into their mouths, but offers them as the 
price of labour. Human wants are 
many. Clothes, food, lodging, are all 
obje£ls of much care and contrivance, 
but the human powers fully exerted 
are equal to the demand ; and no- 
vrhere are enjoyments fo various and 
multiplied. What tliife land does not 
yield itfelf, its inhabilants by their , 
adive induftry procure from the xe- 
moteft parts of the globe. When wc 
drink tea, we fweeten the infufion of a 
Chinefe'herb with the juice of a Weft 
Indian^cane; and your common drefs 
is coaipoled of materials colle£ted from 
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the equator to the frigid zone. Eu- 
ropeans render all countries aad cl^ 
mates familiar to them ; and every 
where they aflume a fuperiority over 
the lefs enlightened or lefs induftrious 
natives. 

L. Then Europe for me, after all. 
But is not America as good ? 

P. That part of North America 
tvhich has been^ fettted by Europeans* \% 
only another Europe in manners and 
civilization. But the original inhabi- 
tants of that extenfive country weire bold 
and hardy bart>arians, and many of tb«m 
continue fo to this day. . So mtich for 
the temperate zone, which contains -the 
prime of mankind. They differ ex- 
tremdy, however, in governments, laws, 
cuftoms, and religions. The chriftiaa 
religion has the credit of reckoning 
among its votaries allthc civilized peo- 
ple of Europe and America. The ma- 
hometao pofieiTes all the nearer parts of 



142 THIRTIETH EVENING. 

Afia and the north of Africa ; but Chi* 
i^a, Japan, and moft of the circumja- 
cent countries, profefs different forms of 
paganifm. The eaft, in general, is en- 
ilaved to defpotifm ; but the nobler weft 
enjoys in moft of its ftates more or lefs 
of freedom. 

As to the frigid zone, its few inhabit- 
ants can hut jud fuilain a life little bet- 
ter than that of the brutes. Their facul- 
ties are benumbed by the climate. 
Their chief emplo) ment is the fiftiery or 
the chace, by which they procure their 
food. The tending of herds of rein* 
deer in fome parts varies their occupa- 
tions and diet. They pafs their long 
winters in holes dug under ground, 
where thev doze out oioft of their time 
in ftiipld repofc. 

L. 1 wonder any people fhould ftay ia 
fuch miferable places. 

P. Yet none of the inhabitants of 
the globe feem mare attached to their 
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cottntry and way of life. Nor do they, 
indeed, want powers to render their fitu* 
ation tolerably comfortable. Their ca- 
noes, and fiOiing and hunting tackle, 
are made with great ingenuity ; and 
their clothing is admirably adapted to 
fence againft the rigours of cold. They 
are not^ without fome amufements to 
cheer the gloom of their condition ; but 
they are abje£lly fuperftitious, and given 
to fear and melancholy. 

L. If I had my choice, I would 
rather go to a warmer than a coldef 
country. 

P. Perhaps the warmer countries 
are picafanter; but there are few ad* 
vantages which are not balanced by 
fome inconveniences; and it is the 
trueft wifdom to be contented with 
our lot, and endeavour to make th^ 
bed of it. One great lefTon, how* 
ever,. I vrkh you to derive frcmo this 
glob^-kciuTC. Xou ^^c ^>k tto part of 
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the world is void of our human bre- 
thren, who, amidft all the diverfitics of 
charafter and condition, are yet all merty 
filling the ftation in which their Creator 
has placed them. We are too apt to 
look at the differences of mankind, and 
to undervalue all thofe vrho do not agree 
with us in matters that we think of high 
importance. But who are we — and 
what caufe have we to think ourfelves 
right, and all others wrong? Can we ima- 
gine ^hat hundreds of millions of our fpe- 
cie» in other parts of the world are left 
deftitute of what is eflential to their 
well-being, while a favoured few like 
t>urfe1ves are the only ones who pof- 

m 

iefs • it ? Having all a common nature, 
wfe muft neceffarily agree in more things, 
than we differ. The road to virtue 
'«ifti4ifappinefs is alike open to all. The 
mode of purfuit is various; the end r% 
the feme. 
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THE GAIN OF A LOSS. 

« • • • 

Philander pofTeflfed a coniiderable 
place about the court, i^rhich obliged 
hill) to live in a ftyle of ihow and ex- 
penfe* He kept high company, ijciade 
frequent entertainments, and brougj^it up 
a family of feveral daughters in all the 
luxurious elegance which bis fituation 
and profpefis feemed to juftify. His 
urife had balls and routs at her own 
houfe, and frequented all ihe places of 
iaihionable . amufement. . After fi)me 
years paffed in this manner, a fudden. 
change of parties threw Philander, out 
of his employment, and at once ruined, 
all his' plans of futyre advancementi 
Though his place had been lucrative, 
the expenfe it led him, into more than 
compenfated the profits, fo that, jnftead 
of faJiring any thing, he had involved him- 
feif confiderably in 'debt. Hiscriditors, 
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on hearing of the change in his affairs^ 
became (b tmportaAat^> that, in order to 
fatisfy them, he was compelled to fell a 
moderate paternal eftate in a leo^ote 
couBty, reserving nothingout of it but one 
fmall farm. Philander had firength of 
miod fufiicient to enable him aft ooce to 
deoide on the beft plan to be followed io 
bis prefeot circumftances ; leAead, 
therefore, of wafting his time and re* 
maining property in fruitlefs attempts 
to ioierelt his town friends in his favour, 
he ibJd off* his fine furrpture, andwi^^ 
out delay carried down bis whole family 
to the little fpot he could ftill call his 
own> where he commenced a life of in- 
. duftiy and AtiSt frugality in the capaci«> 
ty of a fmall farmer. It was lonj; be^ 
fore vtbe female part of his houfefaold 
could accomn;iodate themfelves to a 
modeof living fo new to them, and fo- 
deftitute of all that they had been accuf- 
t©mi3d toregiud as efibntial tO'thcirveJrj5 
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niftcnce. At lenglfa> however, niutual 
tffh^ion and natural good fenfe^ and 
aJM^e^ all, neceffity, brough*. them to 
acquiefce tc4emblymthetrfituation>aad 
to engage in earneftinits dotks. Oc* 
€a£ot>al iegr«ts> Itowever^ could not 
but remain v aiki, Ibe fiient figh i^oaid 
teH whither their .tfaodghts were fled. 

Philander perceived it, but took care 
never to embkt^ tUcir feeMngs by harih 
i^bidtngs or nntkhely' admonidons. But 
On the anniveif^ry of their ialtiog pofiefr 
&m of the ikmi^houfe, he iflembled 
them under a Reading tree that grew 
before; their ]itt^ garden, and while the 
fiunihdr's ^ fun gilded all the obje£ts 
anmnd, he thus addt'effed themv ' 

** My dear paitn)ets in every fprtowe, 
if the revolutipa of a year has ha4 the 
e&£l; on your ihind that it has 6n. cniney 
IsnKycongnattiibte you on our condition. 
land now abl^e with a firm tone to afk 
aiyielf^ ivhatbave I loi^f and Ifeel fo 

o 2 



14t TniRTiETa svEiriKe;' 

mudi more to be pleafed with than M 
reg ret» that the queftion*gives me rather 
comfort than forrow. Look at . yon* 
fplendid luminary, and tell me if iti^ra- 
dual appearance above the horizon on a 
fine morning, (bedding light and jo/ 
over the wide creation, be not a grander 
as well as a more heart-cheering fpe^a^ 
eie than thut.6f thi jnbft magnificent fa- 
Ion; iHuminated with' dazzling luftresj 
I&not tfae.ipiritof the whblefome breezc^^ 
frefi] from the mountain^ and perfumed 
trith wild flowers, infiiMtely inore invii^ 
gorating to the. fenfes than the air of the 
erowded drawing^^room^ loaded with 
licented powder and offences ? Did we 
relifli fo well the difguifed diflies with 
which a French cook ftrove to whet our 
fickly appetites, as we do our draught of 
new milk, our honie-made loaf, and the^ 
other articles of our fimple fare? Wai 
our ileep fo fweet • after midnight fop* 
pcrs add the long vigils of cardvs^ it i& 
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j!OW> that early rifing; nnd the res^i'cifes 
<>f the ^ay prep^-^ us foi" Ql<^ng our eyes 
Ss foon has. night has .covti;%4 . ^very 
thing with heririe,n<Hy veil ? • Shall \t^ 
complain thai:;0Mr<5jothesat;pj"dent pply 
anfwf^p the purpjQkfe of keeping us w^rto, 
when we recolleft all the c^re $n4,p^in$ 
^t coli us to keep pace with^he. hQi\o3^ 
and the iK^ortificatiQo^e.un^^r.wjsti.t at 
3kingoutftiionei,l;>y our fuperior^. in.jfori- 
tone ? Did rtbt th^: vf :^ti^:n .of iniblei>t 
and. uDfaithful {try^ms overbalapi^!^ ih^ 
trouble w^ now.iiQd in waiting. dn ^oufr 
fely.es ? W^ mafy tegrefc ;thft Ip&ipf for 
^iety^ but) a]as| j^hat was the fociety 
of a crowd of vifitors who reig-ajded m$ 
merely as the k^eepers of a place of putx* 
lie refort^ arvd whom we viiited with 
iimilar fenfttiods^? If we formerly could 
command leifure to cultivate our mindsi 
and 'acquire polite accoiDpUihlP^ntSi 
did we^in reality, apply mucb' leifure to 
thefe purpofesy and is nqt ow time oow 



^Iled more td buf fttisfadionby^txiptof* 
mtnH cf wbiek we cannot donbt the 
ufefulnefs l-^tioi to fay, that the moral 
virtues we are now called upon to exer^- 
cife, aflFord the triieft cultivation to our 
mind^. What, then, have we loftf In 
improved health, the charms of a beau* 
tiful country, a decent fupply of all real 
wante, and the love and kind offices of 
each other, do not we ftill poflefs enough 
fdr wotldly happinefs } We have loft, 
indeed, a certain rank and ftation in 
life ; ' but have we not acquired another 
as truly refp^fteble ? We arc debarred 
the ptctfpeffe of future advancement; 
btit tf \>ttr pfefent condition M a good 
one, why need we lament that it is likely 
to be lafting. The next anniverfory will 
find U9 more in harmony with our iitua'^ 
tiort than even the prefent. Look foi«- 
^ard then cheerily. Theftorm it pafti 
Wehave bieeh (hipwrecked, but we have 
"'^'-^ MiMmged a cumbrous v^ffel for si 
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light pinnace^ and we are again on our 
courfe. Much of our cargo has been 
thrown overboard^ but no <Hie lofes what 
he does not inlfs/' 

Thus faying, Philander tenderly em- 
braced his wife and daughters. The 
tear flood in their eyes, but fconfolatiop 
beamed on their hearts. 
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Our Budset*9 fairlv out at lalt;- 

ExhAuilccl ail its various itoro, 

Nor like to be replcniKli'd more. 

Then, youthful friends, farewell ! my heart 

Shall fpeak a blefOng as we part. 

May wifdom's feeds in every mind 
Ttt, foil and careful culture find ; 
£ach generous plant wiHi vigour fli©ot, 
And kindly ripen into fruit I 
Hope of the world, the rifing race. 
May Heav'n with fcft'ring love embrace, ^ 
And turning to a whiter page, 
Commence with them a better age! 
An age, of light and joy, which we, , 
Alas ! in promife only fee. 



THE END. 



Btkited hy J, Crtwder, V^^mick Square, 
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